
CHAPTER Ill - SUMMARY OF TROPICAL CYCLONES

1. WESTERN NORTH PACIFIC TROPICAL CYCLONES

During 1984, the western North Pacific
experienced the sixth consecutive year of
below average tropical cyclone activity.
Thirty tropical cyclones occurred in 1984,
one less than the annual average. Only
three significant tropical cyclones failed
to develop beyond the tropical depression
(TD) stage and eleven tropical storms (TS)
failed to reach typhoon intensity. Of the
16 tropical cyclones that developed to
typhoon (TY) intensity, two reached the
130 kt (67 m/s) intensity necessary to be
classified as super typhoons (STY). In the
western North Pacific, tropical cyclones
reaching tropical storm intensity or greater
are assigned names in alphabetical order

from a list of alternating male/female
names (refer to Appendix III). Table 3-1
provides a summary of key statistics for all
western North Pacific tropical cyclones.
Each tropical cyclone’s maximum surface wind
(in knots) and minimum sea level pressure
(in millibars) were obtained from best
estimates based on all available data. The
distance traveled (in nautical miles) was
calculated from the JTWC official best
tracks (see Annex A).

Table 3-2 through 3-5 provide further
information on the monthly and yearly
distribution of tropical cyclones and
statistics on Tropical Cyclone Formation
Alerts and Warnings.
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TABLE 3-2.
1984 SIGNIFICANT TROPICAL CYCLONES

WESTE514
NORTH PACIFIC (1959-1984)

JAN FEB MAR APR WAY JON JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL AVSRAGE CASE:—— —— —— —— .— __

TROPICAL
DEPRESSIONS 0000000 20100 3 3.8 98

TROPICAL STORMS O 0 000 2133200 11 10.0 259

TYPHOONS 0000004 2153116 17.3 451

ALL TROPICAL
CYCLONES o 000025 7483130 31.1 808

1959-1984
AVERAGE .5 .3 .7 .8 1.3 2.0 4.9 6.3 5.7 4.6 2.7 1.4 31.1

CASES 13 8 18 22 33 51 127 163 148 119 70 36 808

FORMATION ALERTS: 30 of 37 Formation Alerts developed into significant tropical cyclones.
Tropical Cyclone Formation Alerts were issued for all significanttropical
cyclones that developed in 1984.

WARNINGS: Number of warning days: 130

Number of warning days with
two tropical cyclones in region: 46

Number of warning days with hree
or more tropical cyclones in region: 4
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rAsLE 3-4.

FREQUENCYOF TROPICAL STORMS AND TYPHOONS BY t40NTHAND YEAR

YEAR JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JON JuL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAI—. —. .— —. —— —— —

1945-1958)
AVSRAGE .4 .1 .4 .5 .8 1.3 3.0 3.9 4.1 3.3 2.7 1.1 21.6

1959 0111003 66422 26

1960 000 13310341 1 2-1
1961 111 ;325465 11 31
1962 0101206 73532 30
1963 0 0113435 503

~002279 7661
25

1964 0 40

1965 2211235 67221 34
1966 0001215 87 21 30
1967 1021116 87 :31 35
1968 0001113 83640 27
1969 1010003 43321 19

1970 0100022 64540 24
1971 1013428 46420 35
1972 1000136 54523 30
1973 oooooo7 524;! 21
1974 1011144 554 32

1975 1000002 4553: 20
1976 1102224 4 11 25
1977 0010014 1 ;421 19
1978 10010 475430 28
1979 10111 ;427322 24

1980 0001414 264;1 24
1981 0012025 742 2 28
1982 0030134 5:311 26
1983 00000 35 552 23
1984 00000 :554731 27

1959-1984)
AVERAGE .5 .3 .5 .S 1.1 1.6 4.5 5.4 4.8 4.1 2.5 1.2 27.3

CASES 12 7 14 21 29 42 116 140 126 107 65 31 710

w .l.Xmrm>-c m
*-W .—. .

FORMATIONALEAT SUMMARY

WESTERN NOP3?HPACIFIC

ALE~ SYSTEMS TOTAL
NUWBER WHICH BECAME NUNBERED
OF ALERT NUMBERED TROPICAL DEVELOPMENT

YSAR SYSTEMS TROPICAL CYCLONES CYCLONES RATE

1972 41 29 32 71%

1973 26 22 23 85%

1974 35 30 36 86%

1975 34 25 25 74%

1976 34 25 25 74%

1977 26 20 21 77%

1978 32 27 32 84%

1979 27 23 28 85%

1980 37 28 28 76%

1981 29 28 29 97%

1982 36 26 28 72%

1983 31 25 25 81%

1984 37 30 30 81%

(1972-1984) 32.7 26.0 27.8 80a
AVERAGE

CASES
7

425 338 362
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TROPICAL STORM VERNON (OIW)

The formation of Tropical Storm Vernon
marked the start of the western Pacific
tropical cyclone season. This is the second
year in a row that the first tropical cyclone
of the season did not develop until June, and
the first time since JTWC was established
that two consecutive seasons have started so
late in the year.

Tropical Storm Vernon was very similar
to its 1983 season opening counterpart,
Tropical Storm Sarah, in that it formed in
the South China Sea during June, developed
into a weak Tropical Storm, and made landfall
in central Vietnam.

The disturbance which was to develop
into Tropical Storm Vernon was first detected
early on 7 June as an area of poorly organized
convection on the eastern end of the monsoon
trough in the central South China Sea. The
disturbance drifted slowly to the northwest
and consolidated during the next 24 hours.
At 0411Z on the 8th, a TCFA was issued based
on improved organization of the convection
and synoptic data which indicated the distur-
bance had a closed surface circulation with
winds of 15 to 25 kt (8 to 13 m/s). Vernon
continued moving to the northwest at 5 kt

(9 km/hr) and at 00002 on the 9th the first
warning was issued based on numerous 25 to 30
kt (13 to 15 m/s) ship reports. The MSI+Pat
this time was near.999 mb.

Over the next 18 hours Vernon’s forward
speed doubled to 10 kt (19 km/hr) as the
storm intensified, attaining tropical storm
strength between 00002 and 06002 on the 9th
and reaching a maximum intensity of’~0 kt
(21 m/s) approximately 6 to 9 hours later
(Figure 3-01-1).

Vietnamese authorities reported that
Vernon caused flooding of rice, sweet potato,
and sesame crops in the Quang Nam-Danang
province. No loss of life or other signifi-
cant property damage was reported.

After reaching maximum intensity, Vernon
moved in a more westerly direction at 12 kt
(22 krn/hr), and began to weaken as the storm
entered a strong shearing environment.
Vernon continued toward the coast of Vietnam,
making landfall just north of Da Nang (WMO
48855) at approximately 1012OOZ. By this
time most of Vernon’s convection was sheared
to the west of the low-level circulation.
Vernon quickly dissipated over land.

F&me 3-01-1. TJLop&aLSWmI Vehnon wL.1% expobed
low-.teuet chd.ationaA.i.tattai.M tmpica.tbtom
Zn&mutg [090316 ZJune VM.SPv.i4uaLAnagWtgl.
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TROPICAL STORM WYNNS (02W)

After Tropical Storm Vernon (~W) dissi-
pated over Vietnamr the southwest monsoon was
slow to re-establish itself. Surface ridging
from an anticyclone over the northern
Philippine Sea and later from a 1030 mb high
east of Japan kept easterlies in the
Philippine Sea and across Luzon until the 14th
of June. By then the ridge east of Japan had
moved far enough east to allow a weak south-
west monsoon to become established from the
South China Sea eastward into the Philippine
Sea. This set the stage for the development
of Tropical Storm Wynne.

The disturbance which developed into the
second storm of the season was first detected
late on 16 June in the northern Philippine
Sea as an area of concentrated convection
embedded in the southwest monsoon. By 17
June a broad, weak sur”facecirculation had
developed near 20N 137E with an MSLP of 1005
mb and 10 to 20 kt (5 to 10 m/s) surface
winds. The organization of the convection
continued to improve, prompting the issuance
of a TCFA at 1600z on the 18th. At that time,
synoptic data indicated a weak upper-level
anticyclone had developed aloft providing
good outflow to the south and west. Late on
the 18th, the first aircraft reconna~ssance
flight into the disturbance found a 6 nm (11
km) wide surface center with an MSLP of 998
mb and maximum surface winds of 20 kt (10
m/s ). At 190933Z the first warning on Wynne,
valid at 190600z, was issued.

Wynne maintained a predominantly west-
ward track throughout its life. The storm
was steered by the westward flow along the
southern side of the mid to low-level
subtropical ridge. This ridge was apparently
too narrow to be resolved by JTWC’S priinary
forecast aid, the One-Way Interactive
Tropical Cyclone Model (OTCM). As a result,
OTCM repeatedly predicted a northward track
for the storm. By the second warning, JTWC
forecasters had noticed this apparent
problem with OTCM and began forecasting a
more westward track than OT,CMindicated.

On 19 June a mid-latitude trough passed
to the north of Wynne causing Wynne to turn
briefly to the northwest. However, the
trough did not weaken the subtropical ridge
enough to allow for recurvature. After the
trough passed on the 20th, Wynne once again
resumed its westward heading which it main-
tained until landfall.

Despite the five days Wynne remained in
the Philippine Sea east of Taiwant it did not
intensify beyond 55 kt (28 m/s) . The weak
uPPer-level anticyclone which developed over
Wynne on the 18th remained very small, being
overshadowed by a much larger upper-level
anticyclone to the north over mainland China.
Therefore, Wynne remained under a strong
shearing environment from the north and
northeast throughout its lifer which hindered
intensification.

~FAA 23170 ti?~ @&&f JtxQ2 /0612 s2giG
~~: V?AUG..:.:..,...,.,........

F-Lgune3-02-1. TIopicd .St@mI ((fynnt ab d ptwed
Aouth 06 Tai.mn OA been bytado,t @om Kaohbuhg
(WMO 46744] at 2319002 June [Photigmph COLOL&Ayo~
CWUka.tha&ULUU, Ttipsi, T-).
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Wynne strengthened to 55 kt (28 m/s)
just prior to passing the southern coast of
Taiwan. The sea level pressure of Lanyu
(WMO 46762), located just east of the
southern tip of Taiwan, dropped 14 mb in the
12 hours preceding the storm’s arrival,
reaching 984 mb with Wynness passage. As
Wynne passed the southern tip of Taiwan
(Figure 3-02-1), its low-level circulation
was disrupted causing Wynne to weaken
slightly as it entered the South China Sea
(Figure 3-02-2).

Wynne passed 70 nm (130 km) south of
Hong Kong (WMO 45005) about 24 hours after
passing the southern tip of Taiwan. By this
time Wynne had intensified to its peak
intensity of 60 kt (31 m/s). This was
confirmed by the USS Mauna Kea (AE22) which
inadvertently passed very close to Wynne’s
center and reported “maximum winds to 60 kt,
gusts to 70 kt.” Fortunately, no damage or

personnel injuries were reported aboard the
Mauna Kea. Further north, Hong Kong reported
gusts to 60 kt (31 m/s) with the passage of
Wynne.

As Wynne traversed the Philippine Sea
and the northern Luzon Straits, the southwest
monsoon was enhanced producing 20 to 30 kt
(10 to 15 m/s) winds, high seas and heavy
rainfall. In Luzon, at least 20 families
were reported left homeless and 10,000 hec-
tares of riceland destroyed by floods.
North of Luzon, three fishermen drowned when
their boats capsized in heavy seas.

Tropical Storm Wynne made landfall at
approximately 1200Z on the 25th on the coast
of the PeopleTs Republic of China near the
Luichow Peninsula, and weakened rapidly as
it moved inland. The final warning on Wynne
was issued at 0000Z on the 26th.
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TYPHOON ALEX (03W)

Typhoon Alex was the first typhoon of
the 1984 western Pacific season. It was also
the season’s first recurver. The satellite
fixes during the formative stages of Alex
were somewhat misleading and contributed to
rather large forecast errors on the first
day in warning status. After reaching
typhoon intensity and crossing Taiwanr the
last phase of Alex’s life was characterized
by a complex transition into an extratropical
low.

The seedlings of Alex first caught the
attention of the JTWC forecasters on the 28th
of June. Based on several ship reports
showing that a circulation center had devel-
oped in the Philippine Sea, the Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH PGTW) was
reissued at 281415Z stating that a 10 to 15
kt (5 to 8 m/s) surface circulation had
developed near 16N 129E, within a disorganiz-
ed area of convection in the monsoon trough
(point A on Figures 3-03-1 and 3-03-2).
This area was identified as one with a “poor”
potential for development (meaning the
disturbance was not expected to require a
TCFA during the advisory period). For the
next day-and-a-half the disturbance persisted
with no signs of development. At 2301z on
the 29th, visual satellite pictures indicated
that a partially exposed low-level circula-
tion had developed on the northern edge of
the disturbance (point B on Figures 3-03-1
and 3-03-2). Consequently an aircraft
investigation of the area was requested for
the following day.

Upon arrival at the invest point, the
aircraft radioed back to the JTWC forecaster
that a well-defined circulation center was
present and that a vortex fix would be
forthcoming. NOW things happened quickly.
The forecaster first notified his customers
on Luzon that a tropical depression was
developing just to the east of them and they
could experience 30 kt (15 m/s) winds within
18 hours. At 2300Z on the 30th a TCFA was
issued. Shortly thereafter, at 2338Z, the
vortex fix was radioed to JTWC containing
details on the closed surface circulation.
The first warning on Alex, valid at 0000Z on
1 July quickly followed.

Unfortunately, the first four warnings
forecast Alex to move to the west. Satellite
fixes starting late on the 29th and continu-
ing through 1800z on the 1st indicated that
the depression was moving west-southwest.
Limited radar fixes indicated that the system
was nearly stationary. However, when the
daylight satellite pictures became available
late on 1 July, it was obvious that the
system had in reality moved north-northwest
(along track CD in Figure 3-03-2) and was
now a tropical storm. Thus it was not until
warning number five that the westward track
was abandoned and not umtil warning number
seven that the recurvature scenario was fully
developed.

The rationale behind the forecast
track on warning number one now becomes
instructive: When the system was first
detected “on the doorstep” of Luzon, there

F.igum3-03-1. Initiallythe expohtd ho-leve.t
c.ikculationcentezat pointE w though a% be -the
otigin od Typhoon M3ex. floweuu, pobt-ana.tyA.iA
indititi the actual! point 06 otig.in WA ptobably
neatpoint A (292301Z June NOAAv.dti .iknagekq).

Figuze3-03-2. PointA h bet,ieved to be the aetua.t
point o~ otig.ino{ Typhoon /&ex; ?oiti B h the
po~i.tion o{ the pattially expohed tow-.teud c.&e&z& ‘on
cenakt, .initia.Uy thought to be the om.in o~ ALex;
Point C .iA the .2maXion 06 the ceticz iound by the
IfiJIAz a.&.c)@tinvtit; Po&tV. i A the btiftich
.tktough 021200Z,and Point E .iA the 72 ho#L ~oaeeabt
@om uwtningnumbtione.
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F@Uu? 3-03-3. Akd-tt.opobph&c ff&W )2mvu&@

o!uhing fit Aomtion 0{ tie ~.t uum.i.ng~ohecabt
neaboning [Stmtine @@A~ 06 tic FNOC 400 mb
NVA wind {Letkl Vdi.d d 301200Z June).

XJLF-’LR4M
..

u, ,

+++’
..)

-++!

Fig#cc 3-03-4. The m&tJLOpObphtiC 6@OJX%C
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was an urgency to let the people there know
that the potential existed for a tropical
cyclone to affect them almost immediately.
Therefore it was deemed necessary to devise
the forecast track before all of the JTWC
forecast aids could be obtained. Available
to the forecaster were the past fixes which
lead to best track BC on Figure 3-03-2 and a
synoptic situation characterized by a mid-
tropospheric ridge north of the storm as
illustrated in Figure 3-03-3. Given the
present and past position of the storm and
the northeasterly flow across Luzon, a west-
ward forecast with recurvature beyond the 72
hour point seemed logical. This scenario
was briefed to all concerned. When the
forecast aids did arrive, they generally
agreed with this reasoning. One of the aids
which did not agree was the One-Way Inter-
active Cyclone Model (OTCM), JTWC’S primary
forecast aid, which forecast Alex to move to
the north-northwest to near point D in
Figure 3-03-2 in twenty-four hours. The
OTCM forecast was discounted for three
reasons. First, it was perpendicular.to the
mid-tropospheric flow and headed toward the
center of the ridge near Taiwan. Second,
the track BCD seemed highly improbable.
Finally, OTCM had consistently and erroneously
forecast a westward moving storm (Tropical
Storm Wynne (02w)) to go to the north only a
week earlier in the same general area.

As it turned out, the OTCM forecast was
excellent. Figure 3-03-4 reflects the new
synoptic situation. The anticyclone that
had been over Taiwan did not persist as
originally anticipated but weakened and
moved to the east. This movement allowed
Alex to accelerate to the north-northwest
towards Taiwan. The OTCM had correctly
forecast this to occur. With the post-
analysis knowledge that Alex did not transit
the Philippines, but instead went north-
northwest, Figure 3-03-2 should be examined
for an explanation of the true origin of
Alex. The track BCD seems highly improbable
There is currenkly no explanation for a path
from B to C at a speed of nearly 10 kt (19
km/hr), a slow down to 3 kt (6 km/hr) at C

Figtie 3-03-5. Typhoon A&x jubtptioftto atzk&.@
maxi.nwn.&tW.ity (022329Z’ JULY NOAAv~ti iMU@.Y) ~

followed by a sudden 120 degree turn to the
right and an acceleration to 12 kt (22 km/hr)
by point D. A much more likely path would
be genesis near point A, as was indicated by
synoptic data back on 28 June, westward
movement at about 5 kt (9 km/hr) to C and
then a more gradual turn to the right with
acceleration to D. Consequently it is now
thought that the low-level circulation
center found by satellite imagery at point 13
on the 29th of June was a ‘red-herring”;
nothing more than an eddy in the monsoon
trough.

Once the northward movement of Alex was
well established, the forecasts were rela-
tively accurate (although the speeds were
somewhat slow) . The only question was
whether Alex would track up the east coast
of Taiwan, cross the middle of the East
Cnina Sea and transit through the Korean
Strait, or transfer across Taiwan, move
along the coast of mainland China and cross
South Korea. By warning number 11 this
question was correctly resolved as the last
eight warnings had excellent track forecasts.
Alex continued to intensify reaching a
maximum intensity of 75 kt (39 m/s) just
prior to crossing Taiwan (Figures 3-03-5 and
3-03-6). During the middle and last phases
of Alex’s life, the southwesterlies in
front of a trough that laid over central
Korea provided the steering mechanism.
This trough with its associated surface
front was the same trough observed over
northern China in Figure 3-03-4 several
days earlier. Starting on 5 July Alex
underwent a complex extratropical transition
with this front. The final warning was
issued at 051200z as Alex became indistin-
guishable from the frontal system over the
Sea of Japan.

In summary, Typhoon Alex can be identi-
fied as a typical, well-behaved recurver
that transitioned into an extratropical
systern. Th& first four warnings were marred
by erroneous rejection of OTCM, and by
acceptance of early fixes from a feature
that was probably not part of the genesis
mechanism.

F.igwle 3-03-6. Tgphoon A&x j~t ptdkti
Uttu.in.hlg nwi.mwn.in.tenbi.tgti ban bgzixdm &.om
KaohbuiqI(wMO46744) at 022300Z July [Photogn.uph
coutttiq o~ cew%a.t wedhez Guwau, Tu.@si, T-].
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TROPICAL STORM BETTY (04W)

Tropical Storm Betty originated in the
eastern extension of the monsoon trough early
in July but took several days to develop into
a significant tropical cyclone. Once
developed, Betty moved steadily to the north-
west through the South China Sea eventually
making landfall and dissipating over southern
China.

At 0000Z on the 2nd, a disturbance which
later developed into Tropical Storm Betty was
located approximately 550 nm (1019 km) south-
weet of Guam. Synoptic data showed the
disturbance to be a broad, weak surface
circulation with winds of 10 to 15 kt
(5 to 8 m/s). Concurrent satellite imagery
showed the disturbance as an area of poorly
organized convection. Strong surface ridging
was present between the disturbance and the
developing Tropical Storm Alex (03W) to the
north which was then located off the east
coast of Luzon. Above this surface ridging
a TUTT was providing good upper-level outflow
to the north of the disturbance enhancing the
convective activity.

When the disturbance was mentioned on
the 030600Z Significant Tropical Weather
Advisory (ABEH PGTW), it had moved northwest
behind now Typhoon Alex (03W) which was
located east of Taiwan and moving rapidly
northward. With the TUTT providing good
upper-level outflow over the disturbance,
the convection exhibited a marked increase
in organization and intensity over 24 hours
earlier.

By 02002 on the 4th, the disturbance
had moved to ne~r 15N 128E and was becoming
more organized. At this time the first TCFA
was issued on the system. Figure 3-04-1
shows the disturbance at the time the TCFA
was issued. Note the banding in the convec-
tion and anticyclonic upper-level outflow.
Synoptic data indicated that only a broad
10 to 15 kt (5 to 8 m/s) surface circulation
was present. Strong ridging still persisted
north of the disturbance. This ridging was
instrumental in preventing Betty from
following a path similar to that of Typhoon
Alex (03W).

F.igluce 3-04-1 Tmpi.d Atom Betty &z .7k tinw tks
I@@ TCFA WA .ibbued [0401 162 Juty UMSP V.dlld

~w ‘W.
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Aircraft reconnaissance flights on 3 and
4 July at the 1500 ft (457 m) level were
unable to close-off a circulation center,
finding instead a broad surface trough. The
TCFA was reissued at 050200z July since the
possibility existed that the system would
remain east of Luzon and develop. Aircraft
reconnaissance during the afternoon of $he
5th indicated that the system had intensified
slightly into a weak tropical depression
with an MSLP of 1002 mb and maximum surface
winds of 25 kt (13 m/s). However, no
further development occurred as the system
moved west and approached the Philippines.

By the 6th, the depression had weakened
as it transited Luzon. At this time the
third and final TCFA was issued since it was
considered likely that a significant tropical
cyclone would finally develop once the
disturbance moved out over the South China
Sea.

At 1200Z on the 6th, synoptic data
indicated that the disturbance had moved
offshore west of Luzon and was developing.
With surface reports of 20 to 25 kt (10 to
13 m/s) and further intensification very
likely, the first warning was issued.
Visual satellite imagery late on the 6th
(Figure 3-04-2) showed Betty, then a
depression, with a large, mostly clear area
at its center. b exposed low-level
circulation is evident as indicated by the
spiraling low-level cumulus clouds.
Convective activity is heaviest in the
southern semicircle surrounding the mostly
convection-free center. Aircraft reconnais-
sance at about the same time reported a large
light and variable center 50 to 60 nm (93 to
111 km) in diameter associated with the
depression. Surface winds of 25 to 30 kt
(13 to 15 m/s) were observed southeast of the
center where the depression’s flow was
enhanced by the southwest monsoon.

F&Juhe 3-04-Z. Thop.icatStoMn Battyab at-topical
depttition a(ttihaviag tio~hed the PhiUppheb. Note
.ihe e.xpobed low-Levct? chc.u@k “on cen.twt m indicated
by @za..Uing CIJMu.tub kti.ide a fiztge wnvetM.on-&ee
cewkz.t azea [062333Z Ju.2yNOAA v.ibual.imagehy].
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Betty was upgraded to a tropical storm
at 1200Z on the Ith based upon receipt of
35 kt ship reports and satellite imagery
showing improved convective organization.
Aircraft reconnaissance at 080034z indicated
that Tropical Storm Betty had intensified
further with maximum surface winds of 50 kt
(26 m/s) being reported in a small area in
the east semicircle.

The Hong Kong Royal Observatory (WMO
45005) picked up Betty on weather radar at
approximately 080300z and transmitted
position fixes until 090600Z. These hourly
reports aided greatly in positioning the
tropical storm during this period.

Between 0600z on the 8th and 0600Z on
the 9th, Betty maintained an intensity of
50 to 55 kt (26 to 28 m/s), making landfall
at 090300z approximately 135 nm (250 km)
west-southwest of Hong Kong. Figure 3-04-3
shows Betty at maximum intensity just prior
to landfall. Dissipation occurred after
091800z over the southwestern portion of
the Peoples Republic of China. No forecast
problems were encountered with Tropical
Storm Betty since it moved steadily to the
northwest around the southwestern periphery
of the subtropical ridge.

f~gwte 3-04-3. rJLQpid ~22Y0rI &.t@O.tmO,%imwn

Lmtm$itg oi 55 tat (2g mlbl jtif ptioz .tQ &wd@.U
(090737Z Jutg v~p v~~ -GWWLY1 .
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TYPHOON CARY (05W)

Typhoon Cary was the first storm of the
season to be initiated by tbe Tropical Upper
Tropospheric Trough (TUTT] in a manner
similar to that described by Sadler (1976).
While remaining over water its entire life,
Cary distinguished itself by unusual
intensity changes.

The disturbance which eventually devel-
oped into Typhoon Cary was first noticed on
the 2nd of July as an area of very poorly
organized convection near 18N 168E in the
eastern, divergent side of a westward moving
‘TUTT cell. During the next two days, the
convection remained poorly organized as it
moved to the west-southwest. Surface
synoptic data indicated only easterly trades
were present beneath the convection. Early
on the 5th, the convection became more
organized with satellite imagery indicating
an anticyclone developing aloft over the
system: however, due to sparse surface
re~rts, the presence of a surface circula-
tion could not be confirmed. Because of
the improved organization, the area of
convection was mentioned in the 050600Z
Significant Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH
PGTW) . Subsequent satellite imagery showed
continued development of the convection and
the ABEH was reissued at 051200Z indicating
that the potential for significant tropical
cyclone development was “fair” (meaning that
it is likely that a TCFA will be issued
during the advisory period). Early on the
6th, satellite imagery (Figure 3-05-1)
showed that the convection had become comma
shaped, with evidence that a surface circu-
lation was forming. Consequently a TCFA was
issued at 060317z. During the following 21
hours the disturbance moved to the west-
northwest, with no significant intensifica-
tion.

Aircraft reconnaissance late on the 6th,
had no trouble locating a surface circula-
tion and reported that the disturbance had
an NLSP of 1004 mb with estimated maximum
surface winds of 25 kt (13 m/s). Based on
this report, the first warning on Cary was
issued at 0000Z on the 7th. During the next
12 hours, satellite imagery indicated the
depression was slowly intensifying. This
was confirmed by the next aircraft
reconnaissance flight which found Cary had
intensified to storm strength with a narrow
band of 35 to 40 kt (18 to 21 m/s) surface
winds north of its center and an NSLP of
999 Mb.

Cary continued to intensify as it moved
to the northwest toward an apparent break in
the subtropical ridge. Due to uncertainty
in the Fleet Numerical Oceanography Center
(FNOC) analysis fields in the data sparse
region southeast of Japan, 400 mb synoptic
track missions were flown on 8 and 9 July to
better define the mid-level flow north of
Cary. These flights confirmed the presence
of a weakness in the ridge, which indicated
that forecasts for slow northwestward
movement with eventual recurvature to the
northeast were sound. Cary slowed as it
approached the weakness in the subtropical
rxdge wh~le continuing to intensify. At
091200Z, Cary was upgraded to typhoon status
based on aircraft and satellite data which
indicated that a 30 nm (56 km) wide eye had
formed, 700 mb flight level winds were 64 kt
(33 m/s), and an MSLP of 975 mb existed.
During the subsequent 12 hours Cary intensi-
fied quite rapidly, reaching a maximum
intensity of 90 kt (46 m\s) with an IISIIP of
955 mb at 0923322. Figure 3-05-2 shows Cary
just prior to reaching maximum intensity.

F.i.gwLe3-05-1. Su.te.Ui.te imagezg which ptomp.ted
i.bmance 04 the TCFA. No.iethe coma hzped convec-
tion and the expo~ed .touMevst cihcuh.tioncentu to
fhe40u.thwebt106003623dq WPvbtihgtiy).

F.iguze 3-05-2. TgphoonCatyjtit ~ato aeachi,ng
maximumi.n.te@.@(0922212Ju.LyNOAA v.iAL@.imzgVuj).
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Between 0000Z on the 9th and 1200z on the
10th, Cary moved very slowly through the
ridge axis. At the same time, a mid-latitude
trough was forecast to deepen in the lee of
Japan, supress the subtropical ridge further
south, and allow Cary to enter the westerlies
and be steered to the northeast. Accelera-
tion, although considered, was not forecast
since the strong upper-level westerlies were
forecast to remain well north of 30N through
the forecast period.

Recurvature to the northeast was under-
way by 1012OOZ. This was accompanied by a
significant shearing of the convection in
the northwest semicircle of the storm
(Figure 3-05-3) resulting in a reduction of
intensity to near minimum typhoon strength.
Approximately 18 hours later the trough
approached a blocking ridge along 170E,
turned to the north, and weakened. This
allowed the shearing environment over Cary
to decrease resulting in a gradual increase
in convection and a halt to the weakening
trend. At 111118z the ARWO reported that
Cary was once again developing an eye; this
time 40 nm (74 km) across. This large eye
persisted for 24 hours (Figure 3-05-4) as
Cary reintensified. Figure 3-05-5 shows the
intensity variations of Cary. Note the
weakening when Cary was being sheared
followed by reintensification as the upper-
level environment improved.

Fi.gute 3-05-3. Typhoon CiVLgbeing bhe.uhed. Not.iL
the complete abhence o& &ign&icant convectionin
notihwebt bemic.i)de [ 1021562 k&g NOAAV.LAUUL
imugemj) .

Figtie 3-05-4, TgphoonCaiiga&@t tcin.tenbkiyi.ng.
MaXiMm baAi5z.ind Wi.ndb me 75 k.t [39 mlb]

[t 205292 ~tL@ NOAA Vi&LUt i.lM@tlj) .
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AS Cary moved further north, increasing transition to an extratropical low. The
vertical shear and entrainment of cooler,
drier air caused Cary to weaken and

extratropical remains of Cary continued to
weaken and moved west under the influence

gradually become extratropical. By 140600z of a surface ridge northeast of Japan. Cary
Cary had completed its extratropical eventually dissipated to the south of Japan.
transition and the final warning was issued. There were no reports.mf injuries or
Figure 3-05-6 shows Cary as it completed damages from Cary.
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TYPHOON DINAH (06W)

During much of July, the North Pacific
was dominated by slow moving or stationary
features. After Tropical Storm Betty
dissipated over southern China, the south-
west monsoon did not re-develop. Instead,
surface ridging was established in the South
China Sea, Gradually this ridging spread
eastward, and by mid-July dominated the
western North Pacific from Southeast Asia to
the dateline. This anomalous ridgi”ng
persisted fox almost two weeks. Accompanying
this ridging was an almost total absence of
significant convection in the tropics. With
high pressure dominating the climatologically
favored area for tropical cyclone development,
it was up to a cold front to provide the
genesis mechanism for the next storm of the

season. This front had persisted for nearly
a week, extending across much of the central
North Pacific southwestward to just north of
Wake Island (WMO 91245). while the southern
end of the associated trough had, at times,
shown some convective activity, it was not
until the front began to move eastward that
the disturbance detached from the front and
developed into Typhoon Dinah.

On the 20th and 21st, satellite imagery
indicated that the trough and its associated
surface front, which had been inactive for
nearly a week, were finally moving east. As
the trough moved eastward, an area of convec-
tion remained behind and began to show some
organization. Synoptic data at 12002 on the
21st indicated a surface circulation had
formed beneath the convection, approximately

Fi.guae 3-06-1. Mid-lx.oPobPh&cuind &OU) which
. . .

~q btetned Typhoon Dinah. Note the z.i.dge
toto.~tth d.th a tintib .intlrz tidge to the

[FNOC 400 tnb NVA tiyb.i6 vdi.d at
251200Z JuLYI.

300 nm (556 km) to the northwest of Wake
Island. During the next two days, the
disturbance drifted slowly westward with no
significant development. This lack of
development and slow movement are attributed
to the passage to the north of a developing
mid-latitude frontal system which signifi-
cantly elongated the convection.

Late on the 23rdr with the frontal
system passing to the northeast and its
influence lessening, the convection
associated with the disturbance increased
considerably. Based on the 2400002 imagery,
a TCFA was issued. As the TCFA was being
issued, the first aircraft reconnaissance
of the disturbance was already underway. By
2402502 the aircraft had located a 1000 mb
circulation center, and had observed surface
winds of 30 kt (15 m/s). Since continued
development was expected, the first warning
on Dinah valid at 2406002 was issued.

During the next two days, Dinah tracked
to the west-southwest and intensified. Late
on the 25th, Dinah attained typhoon intensity
with aircraft reporting that a 30 nm (56 km)
wide circular eye had formed. Dinah’s track
to the west-southwest is attributed to the
flow around a narrow mid-tropospheric ridge
to its north (Figure 3-06-1). At this time,
Tropical Storm Ed (soon to be Typhoon Ed)
was moving southeast towards Dinah. This
caused the ridge to the north to slide to
the east allowing Dinah to turn to the north-
west into the weakness.

Between 00002 on the 26th and OOOOZ on
the 28th, Dinah and Ed were within 900 nm
(1667 km) of each other, wi’@ the closest
point of approach being at 2621OOZ when they
were approximately 630 nm (1167 km) apart
(Figure 3-06-2). While JTWC was warning on
these systems it was thought that the major
track changes to both were a result of their
interaction. However, post-analysis
indicates this interaction between Dinah and
Ed was not nearly as great a factor as

initially thought. It is now believed that
the proximity of the storms did not have a
major affect on their respective tracks and
only a short-lived influence on Dinahis
intensity.

Figure 3-06-3 shows the intensity
variations of Dinah as measured by recon-
naissance aircraft. After intensifying for
three days, Dinah weakened for a 12 to 24
hour period on the 27th. This weakening
happened after the closest point of approach
between the two storms had occurred. The
mechanism responsible for this temporary
weakening was the well developed outflow of
Ed which interacted with Dinah late on the
26th and early on the 27th. Figure 3-06-4
contains a series of three infrared
satellite pictures shcwing the approach and
interaction of Ed’s outflow with Dinah.
This interaction resulted in a significant
shearing and suppression of the convection
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i’nthe northwest quadrant of Dinah, a
temporary weakening of the eye and eyewall
and an increase in the central pressure as
observed in Figure 3-06-3. Figure 3-06-5
shows afienhanced infrared picture of
Typhoon Dinah after interaction with Ed had
taken place. Note that the eye is open to
the northwest, and there is a lack of
significant convection in the northwest
quadrant. Although not verifiable, Dinah’s
brief turn to the east-northeast on the 27th
may also be attributable to the pressure
from Ed’s outflow. By early on the 28th,
with the distances between Ed and Dinah
increasing, the shearing decreased and
Dinah intensified rapidly, reaching its
maximum intensity of 125 kt (64 m/s) at

00002 on the 29th.

By now Dinah was moving to the north-
northeast and increasing its forward speed as
the storm tracked along the westward edge of
the mid-Pacific high. At approximately
290600z Dinah made its closest point of
approach to Marcus Island (Minami Tori Shims
(WMO 47991)) with an intensity of 115 kt
(59 m/s). This was Dinahts only interaction
with land and caused extensive damage to
vegetation on the island. The Coast Guard
Loran station sustained an estimated $30,000
worth of damage to various buildings and
equipment. Maximum observed winds on the
island were 63 kt (32 m/a) with a peak gust
to 89 kt (46 m/s).

F@uLe 3-06-2. V&uo o~ Typhoon V.i.nah and tit dwLLop-
.ing Thop.&d! .S.tmn Ed boon to be Typhoon Ed] na.t the
time 06 thti c.tobebt point ad app-toadz 126 ZZ13Z J&y
N04A Vi.bUd hO.@My} .

I I I I I I I I
I I n l\ I I I

Zomv I I I 1 I 1 1 I 1 t # I t

IHI
ZsmDz Z6wz Z7boZ ZMOz Zwoz *Z avooz

Figute 3-06-3. lntetitiy vaIL&IXOti o{ Typhoon V.inah
ah dezived {hOm ai.wuz{t JLecon&Aance data,
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After passing clear of Marcus Island,
Dinah continued to move to the north.
northeast at 15 to 18 kt (28 to 33 km/hr)
and weaken. Early on the 31st Dinah was
downgraded to a tropical storm. A mid-
latitude trough which had already been
interacting with Dinah for approximately
12 hours, now started steering the storm
towards the northeast. Transition to an

(a)

Fi.guze 3-06-4, Thzee .&@.ted pititi -t&en du.ting a
&Lx how pcz.iod ~houing the apptoach o~ Ed’h out~low
and & -&te,tac.tion with Vinah (a. 261g42Z J&y NOAA
i.qfmed .imaguy, b. 2b2214Z JL@ NOAA.G@a.ted
.i.magtiy, c. 2700372 JuCy NOAA in@axed .imaT#Ly].
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TYPHOON ED (07W)

Typhoon Ed, like its predecessor Typhoon
Dinah, originated from a mid-latitude system.
Forming just south of Japan, Ed initially
moved to the southeast, a very unusual
direction of movement for tropical cyclones
in the northwest Pacific. After briefly
interacting with Typhoon Dinah, Ed turned to
the west-northwest, a course it maintained
until it made landfall on the east coast of
China.

The disturbance which eventually
deve oped into Ed began as an area of

tconv ction at the southern end of a
dissipating cold front transiting Japan.
Although the convection was first noticed
on 23 July, it was not until late c?nthe
24th that the cloud mass became detached
from the front and showed signs of becoming
a tropical disturbance. At 0000Z on the
25th, synoptic data indicated a surface
circulation had formed, with an MSLP near
1002 mb. Satellite imagery and synoptic
data indicated an upper-level anticyclone
had developed over the disturbance providing
excellent outflow to the south. These
developments prompted the Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (A13EHPGTW) to be
reissued at 250135Z in order to include this
system as a suspect area. The potential for
significant tropical cyclone development was
assessed as being “fair”. Indeed this was
an understatement. The area rapidly
transitioned from an extratropical feature
to a tropical depression as the convection
increased and became more organized. At
250600Z, synoptic data showed surface
pressures had decreased to 999 mb and
Dvorak satellite intensity analysis estimated
that surface winds of 30 kt (15 m/s) were
present. Consequently a TCFA was issued at
250745Z. The disturbance continued to
develop overnight and the first warning on
Ed was issued at 1800z on the 25th.

While Ed was developing, Typhoon Dinah
located approximately 900 nm (1667 km) to
the southeast, was moving to the west and
intensifying. The first five warnings
forecast Ed to move generally towards Dinah,
remain weak and eventually be assimilated
into Dinah’s inflow. However, Ed did not
remain weak but continued to intensify as it
moved to the southeast. Aircraft reconnais-
sance at 252219Z found Ed had deepened to
985 mb and was supporting winds of 40 to 50
kt (21 to 26 m/s). Ed maintained a 50 kt
(26 m/s) intensity during the next 24 hours
as it moved closer to Dinah. Throughout
this period, Ed’s outflow remained very well
organized and was elongating to the east
towards Dinah. This outflow had a signifi-
cant short term effect on Dinah’s convection
and intensity early on the 27th.

During the 26th, a short-wave trough
moved eastward across the Sea of Japan. In
response to the trough, Ed turned to the
north while maintaining its intensity. By
270000z, the trough had moved to the north-
east and was weakening. Ed now came under
the influence of a mid to low-level ridge
east of Japan. This ridge kept building to
the west and forced Ed to move to the west-
northwestt a course it maintained until
landfall.

While moving to the west Ed slowly
intensified, reaching its peak intensity of
100 kt (51 m/s) shortly after passing south
of the island of Kyushu (Figure 3-07-1). As
Ed transited the East China Sea, entrainment
of drier air and passage over cooler waters
began to weaken the system. At 0900Z on the
31st, Ed made landfall approximately 60 nm
(111 km) north of Shang-Hai (WMO 58367).
Maximum sustained winds at landfall were 60
kt (31 m/s). After making landfall, Ed
turned to the northwest, transited along
coastal China and gradually dissipated. The
final warning was issued at 1200z on the 1st
of August.

The only known damage caused by Typhoon
Ed occurred to shipping. The Korean regis-
tered Ishlin Glory enroute from Pohang,
South Korea to Nagoya, Japan sank in the
Korea Strait on 29 July. One crew member is
known dead, with eleven others reported
missing.

FLgcuuz 3-07-1. Typhoon Ed neulmaximumitiwialj
(292242ZJ~Y NOM V.i.b@tigtiy).
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TROPICA.LSTORM FREDA (08w)

Tropical Storm Freda was the first of
seven significant tropical cyclones to
develop durinq Auqust. Freda bewan just as
Typhoo& Ed wa~ di~sipating over ~ast;rn China
and Typhoon Dinah was completing kts extra-
tropical transition well to the east of
Japan. In the wake of these two typhoons,
the atmosphere had not yet returned to its
seasonally normal condition before Freda
began to show signs of developing. This
situation meant that Freda would be slow to
develop and take several days to pull
together into a tropical cyclone.

On the 1st of August, just prior to the
development of Freda, the western Pacific was
dominated at the surface by a deep trough
extending southwest from Dinah into a
disturbance north of Guam and then south-
westward into the southern Philippine Sea
(Figure 3-08-1). The southwest monsoon,
which had re-established itself during the

L-t

last week of July,
its climatological

ha~ not yet returned to
position and would not do

so for several more-days. The low-level
convergence at the bas~ of this trough west
of Guam, was the primary genesis mechanism
for Freda. By 0206002, enough convection had
developed over the area to merit inclusion of
the disturbance in the Significant Tropical
Weather Advisory (AREH PGTW). At 0212002, a
closed surface circulation was first analyzed
in the Philippine Sea with an estimated MSLP
of 1005 mb. The ABEH was reissued shortly
thereafter upgrading the potential for
significant tropical cyclone development to
“fair”. r+naircraft investigation of the
area was requested for the following after-
noon. Although at this time it was assumed
that the disturbance would progress into a
typical tropical cyclone, it would turn out
that the most difficult part of warning on
this storm would be locating the surface
center.

I I
I ,* ,

I /, 1. -.
1’ I r

I I Y-t
I

Fi.glLte 3-08-1. The 0100002 hqu&t 1984 Awqfad
gnLu&n.i&v&analyti . Low-tad convstgenceat
tie tie odthe~wjhwebt 06 Guamuw the ptilll~
ge.nab mdm.i.bm ffoaT4.Op.idStohm F.teds.
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Since the forecast scenario was not In anticipation of continued slow
very difficult, and Freda followed a general development during the next twenty-four
track to the northwest, the remainder of the hours, a TCFA was issued at 040415Z.
discussion will focus of Freda’s development

Two fix

through aircraft reconnaissance and the
missions were also requested for the follow-
ing day.

subsequent results.
Mission number three, originally

tasked as a fix mission for the morning of
5 August, could not find the system at the

Mission number one was a resources- forecast location. Reverting to an invest

permitting invest on the afternoon of 3 pattern, the crew was still unable to locate
August.. It found a very broad, light and a circulation center, although they did find
variable wind center but could not locate a
definite closed circulation.

a broad trough some 5 degrees further north
The MSLP than on the previous day. The lowest surface

reported by the aircraft was 1003 mb. JTWC pressure reported was 999 ti. In rapid
continued to watch the area and requested succession mission number four, the afternoon
another invest for the following morning with fix, was cancelled; the TCFA was reissued and
a stand-by fix for later that afternoon. The positioned further to the northwest; and
second invest closed-off a 25 kt (13 m/s) another aircraft invest was requested for the
circulation near 11.ON 132.7E. However, next morning with a follow-on afternoon fix.
satellite imagery at that time revealed that At 050716Z, Dvorak satellite intensity analy-
the disturbance was developing very slowly. sis of the imagery in Figure 3-08-2 indicated
The t.lSLPobserved on the second flight was the disturbance was developing and estimated
1005 mb or two millibars higher than on the that surface winds of 30 kt (15 m/s) were now

previous day - not a promising sign. Since present. Based on the satellite intensity
development was occurring so slowly, the estimates, the lower pressures reported by
afternoon stand-by fix was cancelled and the aircraft and the forecast for continued slow
metwatch continued. intensification, JTWC issued the first

warning on Freda as a tropical depression at
0512002.

Figr,uu?3-08-2. vuotakA1.ten&Ltyan@@& 06 .th.itl
@CVLY Stied 30 k-t (1s ml~) ukndA watt pmaeti
phompting the @bt w@uting on Fae& [050716Z AuguA.t
NOAAvi-wa.ti.nagtq].

Mission number five, an invest scheduled
for NLT 0600002, finally found a 993 mb
circulation center with winds in excess of 35
kt (18 m/s) after several hours of searching.
Mission number six, an afternoon fix mission,
had little trouble fixing the circulation
center of this now 40 kt (21 m/s) tropical
storm. At last Preda was showing signs of
cooperating; however, this was ‘not to last
long ! The ARWO on mission number six
commented, m This storm was rather weak and
unorganized. It was very large and could
very well have multiple centers.” Indeed

this was the case. Satellite imagery
indicated there were now two centers of
activity - the second one developing to the
north of the circulation fixed by the air-
craft (Figure 3-08-3). Up UrWil this time
the fixes from both aircraft and satellite as

well as the forecast emphasis had been on the
southern center, but the northern area was
about to assume dominance. The apparent
storm movement from 060600Z to 070000Z was as
much a reconsolidation around the northern
center as it was a simple translation of the
entire storm envelope to the northwest. This
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F.igum 3-08-3. Tz.Op.id .$tozm FJLeda(ken hf2WnAOfida:

tion aboutthe nozth.tn cen.ta w about to commence.
No-te Zhe 4outhVw ties o{ convection,whtieXhe
ai-zmq$t and AateUite kd been &xing the cen.tti and
a hewnd a.zea 06 wnvwli.onLocated@ztfwh .tothe
notth whehe the new centw woutd develop [0610102
Au.guhxQh4SP v.ihti .imagezy]

reconsolidation was complicated by the fact
that it occurred at night when only infrared
satellite imagery was available. When
mission number seven went into Freda the next
morning, it could not find a circulation
where the southern center should have been.
However, when the pattern was changed to that
of an invest mission they found Freda located
significantly to the northwest within the
northern area of convection. The MSLP had
now decreased to 988 mb with maximum surface
wind of 45 kt (23 m/s) being reported.
Mission number eight, the last one flown into
Freda, was unable to penetrate the center
since the storm had moved over Taiwan.

Freda quickly transited northern Taiwan
and the Formosa Straits before making land-
fall on the Chinese mainland at approximately
0715002. Like Typhoon Ed, a week earlier,
Freda held together over land for two more
days before finally dissipating.

In summary, Tropical Storm Freda was a
slow developing system that exhibited two
centers of action for a portion of its life.
The southern center was more dominant until
reconsolidation around the northern center
occurred just prior to Freda crossing Taiwan.
Freda tracked generally to the northwest and
was identifiable over land for several days
after it moved ashore.
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TROPICAL DEPRESSION (09W)

Tropical Depression 09W, just like its
predecessor Tropical Storm Freda, was ~
difficult storm to warn on. The depression’s
low-level circulation remained weak and
poorly organized which made it very difficult
to locate. Extensive post-analysis indicates
that JTWC warned on the mid-level circulation,
which was co-located with the organized
convection, rather than the ill-defined low-
level center which remained well to the south
of the main convection.

Tropical Depression 09W first appeared
early on the 7th of August as a broad 1006 mb
low in the Near-Equatorial Trough approxi-
mately 660 nm (1222 km) south of Guam. The
disturbance was.mentioned on the 070600Z
Significant Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH
PGTW) . As it moved to the northwest, the
disturbance showed signs of increased
organization on satellite imagery, prompting
the issuance of a TCFA at 0B1200Z.

Aircraft reconnaissance on the afternoon
of 9 August, indicated that the surface
circulation associated with the disturbance
was broad and weak. only 10 to 15 kt (5 to
8 m/s) surface winds were observed with an
MSLP of 1004 mb. The TCFA was reissued daily
from the 9th to the llth as the system
continued to show convective organization
and the presence of a surface circulation in
the synoptic data. During this period, the
disturbance was very slow to develop a
favorable upper-level circulation. The 200
mb flow persisted in being unidirectional
(eaeterly) over the convection. This
easterly flow sheared the convection
preventing the accumulation of warm, moist
air at the low-to-mid levels and the
sttendant surface pressure drop.

The aircraft reconnaissance investigative
flight on the morning of 10 August could not
find a surface circulation center. By this
time, the system had moved out of the Near-
Equatorial Trough and had become the south-
eastern extension of the monsoon trough.

Between 1006OOZ and 1106OOZ, the
disturbance moved almost due north. This
brought the disturbance under the influence
of a TUTT cell located to the northwest near
Taiwan. The 200 mb flow over the system now
came from the south and was diffluent north
through east of the surface circulation.
Satellite imagery confirms this by indicating
the presence of the heaviest convection in
that area. At 110729Z, aircraft reconnais-
sance closed-off a surface circulation center
with 25 kt (13 m/s) surface winds and an MSLP
of 1003 mb. Based on the improved upper-
level wind flow and the closed circulation
found by aircraft, the first warning on
Tropical Depression 09W was issued at 111200Z.

The first six warnings on 09W forecast
it to move to the northwest. These forecasts
were based on objective forecast aids,
including the One-Way Interactive Tropical
Cyclone Model (OTCM). Upon post-analysis,
these forecasts do not agree well with the
synoptic situation present at the time. A
low-to-middle level ridge was located to the

north of the depression. In retrospect, the
more accurate and synoptically correct
forecast, especially with such a weak system
as Tropical Depression 09W, would have been
a west-northwest to west track along the
northern side of the monsoon trough.

Complicating the forecasting of
Tropical Depression 09W was the difficulty
in positioning the surface center. The
surface circulation center was poorly
organized because it was embedded in the
monsoon trough. The displacement of the
mid-to-upper level circulation to the north
within the convection, made accurate
positioning by satellite imagery of the
actual low-level depreeeion center very
difficult. Figure 3-09-1 shows one of the
few times that the weak , poorly defined,
low-level circulation was visible on
satellite imagery. Post-analysis of
aircraft reconnaissance, synoptic, and
satellite data, shows that the depression
center, as reflected in the warning
positions, was the middle-to-upper level
center and not the weak and poorly defined
surface circulation center which was located
approximately 150 nm (278 km) to the south.
JTWC warned on this mid-level feature until
150000Z when the convection finally
dissipated over Taiwan and it was obvious
that no significant low-level circulation
persisted. It is now apparent that the
surface center moved along the monsoon
trough as a sheared, sometimes exposed
low-level circulation from 111200Z to
131800Z and dissipated shortly thereafter
as it merged with a cyclonic circulation
in the northern South China Sea. This
circulation would develop into Tropical
Storm Gerald a few days later.

Figume %09-1. TJu@a.t VepU.5&ion 0~~)X14b&lg south
06 ra.i.uun. Note the pooz.tg de&ined eqxmed hw-tevet
tiut.ation&cated & to the bouth 06 the main
w nvecti.m. A.tthetie, the deptubion’h centen

w thought to be -hatted undwea.th tti wnvection.
Howevtn, pwt-anatqd nowhdtca.tu the expo4ed
Ehw-Levet ticu.httonw the actua.t.tocationo~the
deph.ub.ion’4 cent# [ 1307182 Augubt NOAA vi.ma.f
inlagay) .
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TROPICAL STORM GERALD (1OW)

Tropical Storm Gerald led a rather the 20 to 30 kt (10 to 15 m/s) winds still
uneventful life. Developing in the northern persisted further south - a classic monsoon
South China Sea, Gerald remained embedded in depression.
the monsoon trough for five days. ItS
proximity to Typhoon Holly affected both its The entire monsoon trough had been
track and intensity. By the time it made discussed on the Significant Tropical Weather
landfall, it had weakened to a minimal Advisory (ABEH PGTW) since 1306002. However,
tropical storm causing little, if any,
damage.

with improved convective organization and
lower pressures being observed in the
northern South China Sea, this disturbance

By mid-August, the southwest monsoon finally warranted inclusion on its own merits
had returned to its climatological position. in the 150600Z ABEH.
The associated monsoon trough now extended
from~northern Vietnam across the northern Synoptic data at 1512002 indicated a
South China Sea and then southeast to just broad circulation still persisted, but now
south of Guam. As Tropical Depression 09W 15 to 30 kt (8 to 15 m/s) winds were being
developed east of the Luzon Straits, the reported much closer to the center. This
trough deepened. By the 12th of August, prompted the issuance of a TCFA at 1513272.
synoptic data indicated a closed surface Less than 12 hours later the first aircraft
circulation had formed in the northern South reconnaissance mission found the system had
China Sea near 18N 117E with an MSLP near deepened to 991 mb and was supporting 40 kt
1001 mb. The circulation continued to (21 m/s) winds near the center. The first
develop and at 1312002 the MSLP had decreased warning on Gerald, valid at 1600002,
to 998 ml?with winds near the center of 10 followed shortly.
to 20 kt (5 to 10 m/s); 20 to 30 kt (10 to
15 m/s) winds were located south of the During the next three days, Gerald
circulation center associated with the moved erratically on a generally westward
southwest monsoon. course, remaining embedded in the monsoon

trough. Gerald continued to intensify
By 1418002 the convection associated reaching its maximum intensity of 55 kt

with remnants of Tropical Depression 09W near (28 m/s) at 1718002. Gerald then maintained
Taiwan, had nearly dissipated. Up to this this intensity for the next two days. The
point there was very little signif~cant inability of Gerald to intensify beyond 55
convection in the northern South China Sea. kt (28 m/s) was due to a strong shear over
The convection that was present showed no the storm primarily from the outflow of
real organization. Between 1418002 and Typhoon Holly which had developed east of
1500002, the convection in the northern Taiwan on 16 August and persisted throughout
South China Sea increased considerably. most of Gerald’s life. This shearing
Surface pressures had now decreased to 997 occasionally resulted in the low-level
mb. However, winds near the center were circulation being exposed east of the
light - only 5 to 15 kt (3 to 8 m/s), while convection (Figure 3-10-1).

Fi.gw 3-10-1. EXUm#e Od.the9VLtid@ t2XpOb’2d
&w-&vet cihufdion,o~ Thop.4calS.toivnGuuz.tdwhich
m ob6vwui pV1.i.Odidty,dlUl.ingthe &tokm’Afidtie.
!Jott?ttI!? bting eab.ttiyd$owatodthh- tit?
wnvecti.ontothewwt. Thibhheatwu cautd bqthe
ou.t&ow 06 Typhoon ffoUg.Located @.t to the noft.thead
( 1702002 /@t.bt IXLSP V.ibUd ima@yqJ) .
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Forecasting Gerald’s movement proved to
be difficult. Initially most forecast aids
and JTWC’S official forecast aid called for
the storm to move northwest and make land-
fall over China. However, as Holly intensi-
fied and moved west Gerald slowed its
westward movement, doing a small cyclonic
loop early on the 17th. When Gerald slowed
and moved to the south, the forecast
scenario changed and called for Gerald to
remain quasi-stationary for twelve to
twenty-four hours, and then move slowly
northeast under the influence of the inflow
pattern of the developing Typhoon Holly.
Figure 3-10-2 shows Tropical Storm Gerald
and the developing Typhoon Holly near their
closest point of approach. However, after
completing its loop, Gerald once again
resumed its westward course as Holly turned
to the northwest.

Starting at 191800Z, Gerald turned to
the northeast as the very large mid-level
circulation of Typhoon Holly, now located

in the East China Sea, again affected
Gerald. Accompanying this turn to the
northeast was a decrease in the convection
as the shearing increased. This began a
weakening trend which continued until
dissipation.

Gerald accelerated to the northeast and
weakened making landfall at 2104OOZ approxi-
mately 50 nm (93 km) east-northeast of Hong
Kong (WMO 45005). The closest point of
approach to Hong Kong was at 2101OOZ when
Gerald passed 30 nm !56 km) to the southeast.

After making landfall, Gerald turned to
the north and weakened rapidly as Holly’s
influence decreased. Reports from the
coastal stations along southern China
indicated winds of 20 to 30 kt (10 to 15 m/s)
accompanied Gerald as it made landfall.
There were no reports of damages as Gerald
mcved inland over China and dissipated.
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TYPHOON HOLLY (llW)

Typhoon Holly formed in the eastern
extension of the monsoon trough at the same
time that Tropical Storm Gerald was forming
in the South China Sea. It was the fourth
significant tropical cyclone to develop in
the trough in less than two weeks. Holly was
unusual in that it never was, by definition,
a tropical depression. Because it evolved
from a very active monsoon trough, Holly was
already at tropical storm strength when it
finally attained a closed circulation.
Despite only reaching a maximum intensity of
75 kt (39 m/s), Holly significantly affected
much of the western North Pacific due to its
large wind field.

Even as Tropical Depression 09W was
transiting the Luzon Straits, synoptic data
indicated that a very active trough with
poorly organized convection persisted to the
east. At 131200Z the monsoon trough extended
from the weakening Tropical Depression 09W
eastward to just northwest of Guam. By
141200z the eastern end of the trough had
moved northwest and become sharper. Synoptic
data indicated the trough had deepened with
an MSLP near 1000 mb. Numerous 20 to 35 kt
(10 to 18 m/s) ship reports existed south of
the trough axis in the active southwest
monsoon. Organization of the convection
over the trough also improved during this
period, and suggested that a surface
circulation was forming. These developments
prompted the issuance of the first of two
TCFAS at 1415152.

The first aircraft reconnaissance
mission into the disturbance at 0000Z on the

15th found only a sharp trough with 25 kt
(13 m/s) surface winds and an NSLP of 998 mb.
At 151200Z synoptic data indicated that the
southwest monsoon along with a tight pressure
gradient between the monsoon trough and the
subtropical ridge to the northeast, were now
generating gale force winds both north and
south of the trough axis. This occurred
before any closed circulation was analyzed.
These areas of gale force winds were
contained in a NAVOCEANCOMCEN Guam (WWPN
PGTW) extratropical wind warning bulletin.

The second aircraft investigative
mission into the disturbance closed-off a
circulation center at 1602252 and found that
‘Ae MSLP had decreased to 992 mb. Gale force
winds were observed within two degrees of the
center. The first warninng, valid at 1600002,
Was issued shortly thereafter with Holly at
tropical storm strength.

Determination of the initial intensities
of Holly and its associated 30 kt (15 m/s)
wind radii were difficult since the gale
force monsoon flow extended for hundreds of
miles to the south and east of the storm.
At first, the monsoon flow was included as a
gale area in the NAVOCEANCOMCEN Guam extra-
tropical wind warnings. However, as Holly
developed, it took the monsoon flow into its
circulation and subsequently became a very
large storm. Figure 3-11-1, the 1806002
surface analysis, shows the very large area
influenced by Holly. Aircraft and satellite
data also indicated that Holly was abnormally
large.

F@Ae 3-11-1. Sut{aie andy4h at 1806002 Ahoting
.the.Lahge &.zu.fh.tion o~Typhoon Ho.Uy. HoUywa6
b.ti.tt COltbO&7ktillg -t& l)IOllbOOM.t {.tOW.ill.tO .i.fM
CiJLulta.tion a.tti zi.mc.

51



Figure 3-ii-2 shows the wind fIeId
associated with Hell’~as reported by recon-
naissance aircraft on 18 August. This flight
was representative of the data obtained on
many of the missions while Holly was a
typhoon. The center was characterized by a
large area of lighter winds. It was not
until.the aircraft was more than 60 nm
(111 km) from the center that it encountered
winds above 50 kt (26 m/s). Generally
throughout the life of Holly, the highest
winds were found in a band 60 to 150 nm
(111 to 278 km) from the center. Within
this band, the strongest winds were usually
observed in the northern and eastern portions
of the storm. The winds observed at Kadena

in two different per~ods: from 1713002 to
1809002 and from 1902002 to 1917002 when
gusts above 50 kt (26 m/s) were reported.
Lighter winds, corresponding to the passage
of the huge center, were reported between
these periods. The maximum sustained wind
reported at Kadena was 50 kt (26 m/s) at
1913552 with a peak gust to 72 kt (37 m/s) at
1908502. Fortunately, despite the strong
winds and the 16.76 in (425 mm) of rain,
there were no deaths or serious damage
reported on Kadena AB. However, some 16,000
air and ferry travelers were stranded on the
island during Holly’s passage. Figure 3-11-3
shows Holly as it passed west of Okinawa.
Notice the very larcrearea covered by HO1lV’S

AB, Okinawa confirmed the aircraft reports. circulation. - -
The strongest winds observed at Kad~na were
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TROPICAL DEPRESSION (12W)

Tropical Depression 12W developed in the
eastern periphery of the monsoon trough, a
favorable position for development, but had
a very brief existence. Although this
system was located in an area of highly
convergent low-level flow, the upper-level
support, while initially favorable for
development was unable to maintain itself and
contributed to the depression’s dissipation.
The combination of a weak low-level circula-
tion and ill-defined mid and upper-level
features made satellite fixing difficult,
resulting in a wide disparity between fixes.
Aircraft reconnaissance also experienced
difficulty in fixing this weak system.

The southwest monsoon was slow to
re-develop in the wake of Typhoon Holly.
Late on 20 August, with a broad trough
extending across the northern Philippine Sea,
an area of convection began to develop at the
eastern end of the trough just to the north
of Guam. Synoptic data at 21OOOOZ indicated
that a weak 1011 mb closed circulation had
formed approximately 200 nm (370 km) north-
northeast of Guam. These developments
prompted a discussion of the disturbance in
the 2106OOZ Significant Tropical Weather
Advisory (ABEH PGTW). The disturbance
tracked generally to the northwest during the
next two days, and slowly consolidated.

Satellite imagery at 230000z showed that
the disturbance was separating from the
trough. Dvorak satellite intensity analysis
estimated that surface winds of 25 kt
(13 m/s) were now associated with the system.
The first aircraft reconnaissance mission was
already underway, but could only find a broad
weak circulation. No winds greater than
20 kt (10 m/s) were observed. During this
time, a weak, upper-level ant~cYclone
developed over the convection. Its develop-
ment was aided by a TUTT cell located
approximately 6 degrees to the west which
provided good divergence aluft. These factors
contributed tothe issuance of a TCFA at
2305002.

During the following 18 hours the
disturbance showed little change. AI-I
aircraft reconnaissance mission the next
morning fixed a broad wind and pressure
center, with an MSLP of 999 mb. Once again
no winds greater than 20 kt (10 m/s) were
observed within 250 nm (463 km) of the
center. Dvorak satellite intensity estimates
now indicated that maximum sustained winds
of 30 kt (15 m/s) were present and forecast-
ed 35 kt (18 m/s) winds in 24 hours.
Synoptic data revealed that 30 kt (15 m/s)
winds were indeed present, but they were
located approximately 250 nm (463 km)
northeast of the disturbance’s center, and
were associated with the tight pressure
gradient between the subtropical ridge
located north of Marcus Island (Minami Tori-
Shima (WMO 47991)) and the disturbance.
However, upper-level support remained
favorable for some intensification which
meant that the disturbance would pose a
threat within 36 hours to the military and
civilian populations on the Ryukyu Islands.
Accordingly, the first warning on Tropical
Depression 12W was issued at 240000z.

The favorable upper-level support
proved to be short-lived. Visual satellite
imagery at first light the next morning
(Figure 3-12-1) revealed an exposed low-
level circulation with the associated
convective activity displaced several
hundred miles to the north. Upper-level
synoptic data indicated the TUTT cell had
moved northwest to near Taiwan, and the
convection had sheared to the north, remain-
ing in the divergent region east of the TUTT
cell. There was no longer any evidence of
an upper-level anticyclone over the
depression.. The upper-level flow pattern
over Tropical Depression 12W was now
dominated by 30 to 50 kt (15 to 26 m/s)
easterly winds from a large anticyclone
which had been present near Japan for
several days. This flow was sufficient to
prevent the redevelopment of any significant
convection near the low-level circulation
center. With further development now
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unlikely, the final warning was issued at
00002 on the 25th.

There were a total of four aircraft
reconnaissance missions flown into this
system, but only two could fix a center, and
both of these had large meteorological and
navigational errors. The maximum surface or
1500 ft (457 m) winds found within 200 nm
(320 km) of the center were 20 kt (10 m/s).
The minumum sea-level pressure found by
aircraft was 995 mb at 2407082 which could
support 35 kt (18 m/s) winds according to

Atkinson and Holliday (1977). However, no
such winds were observed with Tropical
Depression 12W.

The exposed low-level circulation,
completely void of convection, was tracked
northwest after the final warning was issued
with 15 to 20 kt (8 to 10 m/s) winds and
pressures near 1000 mb being reported. This
circulation crossed the Ryukyu Islands near
Okinawa before merging with a weak mid-
latitude front in the northern East China
Sea late on 26 August.
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TYPHOON IHE (13W)

The deadliest typhoon to strike the
Philippines this century began innocently
enough as a weak disturbance on the eastern
end of the monsoon trough. After passing
Guam as a developing tropical storm, Ike
turned to the west-southwest and gradually
intensified. Four days later, Ike attained
an intensity of 125 kt (64 m/s) and crossed
the central Philippines causing extensive
damage and over 2000 deaths. After wrecking
havoc on the Philippines, a weakened Ike
moved into the South China Sea where it
reintensified to 115 kt (59 m/s) before
making landfall and finally dissipating over
mainland China.

As early as 21 August, a weak surface
circulation was being analyzed southeast of
Guam on the eastern extension of the monsoon
trough. From the 21st through the 25th,
various Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands reporting stations and ship
observations indicated that a weak 1009 mb
low persisted in this area. The lack of
development of this circulation during this
period was attributed to the strong winds
aloft from the same anticyclone that sheared
Tropical Depression 12W.

Late on the 25th the upper-level
shearing began to decrease. This resulted in
a rapid increase in the convection over the
low-level circulation center. By 2600002 the
disturbance, which was to develop into Ike,
began to show continuity. Synoptic data at
2612002 indicated the disturbance was inten-
sifying with 20 to 35 kt (10 to 18 m/s) winds
being reported on the southern periphery of
the circulation center. The MSLP of the
disturbance was estimated to be near 1006 mb.

At 21OOZ on the 26th, a TCFA was issued
based on the earlier mentioned synoptic
reports and satellite imagery which showed
rapid development of a compact circulation
(Figure 3-13-1). Due to the persistent
improvement in organization and the proximity
of the disturbance to Guam, the first warning
on Ike was issued a few hours later at
2700002.

The initial forecast track called for
Ike to move to the northwest. This forecast
was based on persistence and the One-Way
Interactive Tropical Cyclone Model (OTCM),
the best forecast aid currently available to
the Joint Typhoon Warning Center. Based on
the location of the system and the forecast
track, Guam was placed in Condition of
Readiness III at 2705302. This was the ,~~rst
time since 1 December 1982 that Guam had”been
in other than Condition of Readiness I*.
(At that time Typhoon Pamela was a~proach~ng
from the east.)

The first aircraft reconnaissance flight
into Ike fixed the center at 27051OZ approxi-
mately 120 nm (222 km) south of Guam with an
MSLP of 997 mb and estimated the maximum
surface winds at 35 kt (18 m/s) . Ike
continued moving to the northwest at a speed
of 7 to 9 kt (13 to 17 km/hr) during the
next 24 hours and intensified. The storm
remained compact as it passed 90 nm (167 km)
southwest of Guam. At its closest point of
approach to Guam, Ike supported winds of 50
to 60 kt (26 to 31 m/s) but due to the
compact circulation, Guam suffered no ill
effects from the storm. The Naval
Oceanography Command Center (NAVOCEANCOMCEN)
on Nimitz Hill recorded only 15 kt (8 m/s)
sustained winds with a peak gust to 21 kt
(11 m/s) during Ike’s passage. Guam returned
to Condition of Readiness IV at 272130z
based on the 2718002 warning position and
forecast track.

After passing to the southwest of Guam,
Ike continued tracking to the northwest for
the next 12 hours. At approximately 0600z
on the 28th, Ike reached the northern most’
latitude it would attain in the Philippine
Sea. At that time Ike was located 160 run
(296 km) due west of Guam. For the next
four days Ike would track towards the
Philippines on a west-southwest course.

:iglm 3-73-1. Eattgwwtni.ng picttie o~ Ikea.tthe
time the TCFA w i.bhued. A developing uppex-feud

antlcgctoned povid.inggood ou.i&ouc!mnne.U to 2he
~ou.thandwut [262131Z A(qtit NOAA ViMfL? ~VLy).
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This change in track was due to the
effects of the subtropical ridge south of
Japan. From the 26th to the 28th, this
ridge was orientated from east to west.
However, as Tropical Storm June (which
developed over the western Philippine Sea on
28 August) moved westward, the ridge built
south in June’s wake and took on a more
north-south orientation. This forced Ike on
a generally west-southwest course until it
neared the central Philippines. Between
2718002 and 2818002, Ike did not increase
in intensity due to strong shearing of the
convection from the north.

Late on the 28th, the shearing decreased
slightly which allowed Ike to intensify to
typhoon strength. During this intensifica-
tion the Atkinson and Holliday (1977)
pressure-wind relationship did not hold.
For example, at 282341z aircraft reconnais-
sance reported surface and flight level winds
of 75 kt (39 m/s), yet the MSLP was only
991 mb. This would normally be expected to
support winds of 45 kt (23 m/s), some 30 kt
(15 m/s) less than what was being observed.
After moving almost due west for 12 hours,
Ike again turned to the southwest. During
this time Ike weakened to below typhoon
force due to the persistent strong shearing
aloft. However, this weakening was to be
temporary.

As Ike turned more to the west on the
30th, the upper-level anticyclone over Ike
redeveloped and the weakening trend ceased.
By 301200Z Ike had regained typhoon inten-
sity. During this second intensification

period the pressure-wind relationships were
in better agreement. At 30231OZ aircraft
reconnaissance found the MSLP had decreased
to 971 mb and reported 700 mb flight level
winds of 65 kt (33 m/s). This was in much
better agreement with the 70 kt (36 m/s)
winds expected by Atkinson and Holliday
(1977). During this second intensification,
Ike’s circulation became larger - more
typical of a WESTPAC typhoon.

For the next two days Ike tracked
toward the central Philippines at an
average speed of 12 kt (22 km/hr) and
doubled in intensity. Figure 3-13-2 shows
Ike as it neared the Philippines. On the
1st of September just prior to hitting the
Philippines, the last aircraft reconnais-
sance flight was made. The lowest MSLP found
was 947 mb at O1O845Z and 700 mb flight level
winds of 117 kt (60 m/s) were measured in
the eyewall of a 25 nm (46 km) circular eye.
The maximum surface winds were estimated
at 120 to 130 kt (62 to 67 m/s).

For the next 30 hours Ike cut a path of
death and destruction across the central
Philippine Islands that is unequaled in
recent history (Figure 3-13-3). In the wake
of its path, Ike left a reported 1026 people
dead, with 1147 people missing and presumed
dead. Published figures for the number of
people left homeless in the central Philip-
pines range from 200,000 to 480,000. The
worst hit region was the Surigao del Norte
Province of Northern Mindanao where
approximately 1000 people died (Figure
3-13-4).

F@(me 3-13-2. Typhoon lkehttenb.i@ng ub XX na
the ?%L@@tti. At ~ tie Ike w Auppoting
w.indb o~ about 105 k-t (54 mlh) (3122522 Augu.bt NOAA
W&ALU?. i.magemjl .
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Ike tracked to the west-northwest and
then to the northwest at an average speed of
11 kt (20 km/hr) as it crossed the
Philippines and weakened. At 00002 on the
3rd of September Ike had weakened to 45 kt
(23 m/s). Ike guickly reintensified as it
moved into the South China Sea attaining
typhoon intensity by 031200Z. Aircraft
reconnaissance penetrating the 30 nm (56 km)
wide eye at 0308432 found 65 kt (33 m/s)
winds at the surface and 68 kt (35 m/s) winds
at 700 mb. Ike continued to track steadily
to the northwest at 12 to 13 kt (22 to 24
km/hr) reaching an intensity of 115 kt
(59 m/s) at 0418002. Ike gradually lost
intensity from this point on, due to the
proximity of land restricting the inflow,
and shearing from a trough passing to the
north.

Ike transited across Hainan Island on 5
Sqptember still packing winds of 70 to 80 kt
(36 to 41 m/s). Shortly after 0000Z on the
6th, Ike cro~sed the coast of mainland China,
as a tropical storm, approximately 60 nm
(111 km) south-southeast of Nan-Ning
(WMo59431). News reports indicate Ike was
reepensible for at leaet 13 deaths in China.
Extensive flooding and crop damage were also
reported as Ike moved inland and dissipated.

Figure 3-13-3. Ike ah .Lz robbed the cen%zl
Ptipplnu . titi tie lkeum ~uppoting win
O{ about 90 kf [46 mlb] [0201412 Septembm VMSP
viAlld .inlagu.g].

dA

Fig@e 3-/3-4. Ati fceconnaA&ance photo o{ a
town -in Notihezn M.hdanao &ho&ng home 06 the

ti9e IUUAed by Typhoon Ike. [Photo puwicfed by
C17RM. McCaUXAt~, Naval Oceanogtiphq Command
F-y, Cllbi Poa12].
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TROPICAL STORM JUNE (14W)

Tropical Storm June, the last of seven
significant tropical cyclones to develop
during August, originated in the monsoon
trough like most of the other storms before
it. June would also be typical of several
other storms during the month, in that the
most difficult part of warning on the system
would be in locating the actual surface
center.

Even as the final warning was being
issued on the exposed low-level circulation
of Tropical Depression 12W, satellite imagery
indicated a large area of convection
persisted further south over the active
monsoon trough (Figure 3-14-1). At 1200Z on
the 25th of August, synoptic data indicated
a closed 1000 mb circulation had formed in
the trough. During the next two days this
circulation drifted westward as the
associated convection tried to consolidate.
Strong upper-level shearing, from the same
anticyclone which sheared Tropical
Depression 12W, inhibited development on the
25th and 26th. But early on the 27th, an
uPPer-level anticyclone began to form over
the disturbance making conditions more
favorable for development. Although SYnOPtiC
data clearly indicated a surface circulation
was present during this time, the low-level
center was not consistently locatable on
satellite imagery within the broad area of
convection. This problem would plague JTWC
throughout the life of Tropical Storm June.

The first ,aircraft reconnaissance
mission into the disturbance at 270651z found
a closed 30 kt (15 m/s) circulation with a
light and variable wind center 50 nm (93 km)
in diameter. Based on this information and
indications from satellite imagery that the
convection was becoming more organized, a
TCFA was issued at 270800Z. As typical with
most monsoon disturbances, the strongest
winds were observed south of the circulation
center and associated with the southwest
monsoon.

During the following 18 hours, synoptic
data indicated the disturbance continued to
intensify. However, the convection failed to
show the expected increase in organization.
During much of this time satellite imagery
actually indicated multiple circulation
centers were present! Although JTWC wanted
to go to warning status on this disturbance
as early as 271200Z, the inability to
accurately position the surface center made
this impossible. The area of gale force
winds, however, were covered in the
NAVOCEANCOMCEN Guam, extratropical wind
warning bulletin (WWPN PGFW).

Between 280000Z and 280600Z the
disturbance finally consolidated into a
single circulation center (Figure 3-14-2).
Aircraft and satellite fixes now began to
consistently agree on the location of that
center. This prompted the issuance of the
first warning on June as a tropical stem at
280600Z.

F.@x.e 3-14-2. The devetophg Tfwp.ical.StohmJune
ea.bto~thePh.i2ip@Iu. A.tth.iA ti~Junevm
con40Zldaa%Q about a 4hg-2f2 dmutata n cents
[’2g0734z Auguht NOM Vibd imuwLy) .
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At the time of the first warning,
Tropical Storm June was located 110 nm
(204 km) east of Luzon. June was a broad
circulation with the strongest winds in a
band 60 to 150 run (111 to 278 km) from the
center. During the next 12 hours June
headed west steered by the flow along the
south side of a mid to low-level subtropical
ridge. The storm made landfall on the east
coast of northern Luzon at about 281500Z.

After landfall synoptic data indicated
the surface circulation of June apparently

tracked to the west-northwest following the
low-level terrain over northern Luzon and
re-emerged on the northwest coast at
approximately 290000z. However, the mid-
level circulation and nearly all of the
convection continued bo move almost due
west. Since the passage over Luzon
occurred at night when only infrared
imagery was available, accurate positioning
of the low-level center from satellite
imagery was impossible.

F.igukt 3-14-3. T@ica..L~mn Junt .&the notihtin
southChinasea. ThebJwadbwt@etic@ati.onA
Located noti o~ the convection.Tti iA one o~ the
dwtimabthdhat~e imagqyuvutdbeabte to
~ti~y @ the tow-led ~ ‘no~June~
i.ta2amii.&cf.theSo uth Ch.&aSea (2923402 NOA4
Vdlla.e -inU@uJ1 .
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As June emerged in the northern South
China Sea a mid-latitude trough moved across
eastern China and weakened the subtropical
ridge. This allowed June to turn to the
northwest. June made landfall at approxi-
mately 3017002 on the coast of mainland
China 130 nm (241 km) east of HOn9 KOn9
(WMo 45005). Although June did intensify to
60 kt (31 m/s) as it transitted the northern
South China Sea, the storm remained poorly
organized (Figure 3-14-3). During this time
aircraft and radar were the only accurate
and consistent means of locating the
circulation center.

Tropical Storm June was the first named

tropical cyclone of the 1984 season to
directly strike the Philippines. Heavy rains
from the combination of June and the south-
west monsoon caused extensive flooding
throughout much of Luzon, particularly along
the west coast and in river valleys. At
least 67 deaths were attributed to the storm.
The deaths resulted primarily from heavy
rains, flooding and the accompanying
landslides. In addition to extensive
damage to crops and vegetation, over 25,000
families lost their homes. However, despite
the considerable damage caused by June, it
was relatively minor compared to the death
and destruction Typhoon Ike brought to the
central Philippines only four days later.
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TYPHOON KELLY (15W)

Typhoon Kelly was quite representative considerable increase in
of the first half of the 1984 season which prompted the issuance of
was characterized by numerous hiqh latitude, 1318002. While this was

organization. This
the first warning at
occurring in the

fast-moving systems; This typho;n developed south, a mid-level cold core low was
at the southern end of a shear line and
displayed some erratic movement during its
formative stages before accelerating to the
north-northwest towards a mid-level cut-off
low. During the last phase of its life,
Kelly recurved very sharply to the northeast
and transitioned into an extratropical
systern.

During the first week of September, a
strong frontal system moved across the North
Pacific Ocean and left in its wake a quasi-
stationary shear line extending between 20N
170E and 35N 180E. On 11 September the
southern portion of the shear line became
detached and began to take on tropical
characteristics.

During the next two days the disturbance
slowly developed as the associated convection
increased in organization. At 00002 on the
13th, an exposed low-level circulation was
observed on satellite imagery west-northwest
of the main convection. Dvorak intensity
analysis of the 1300002 imagery estimated
that 30 kt (15 m/s) surface winds were
present near the center. Sparse synoptic ‘
data indicated a 20 to 25 kt (10 to 13 m/s)
circulation was present. Based on this
information, a TCFA was issued at 130435Z
and an aircraft investigative mission was
requested for the following morning.
Throughout the evening the system continued
to develop with the convection showing a

developing further north on the northern
remnants of the shear line. This cut-off low
and the mid-latitude westerlies just north
of it would be the principal steering
mechanisms for Kelly.

As long as Kelly stayed below tropical
storm strength it moved slowly. Satellite
fixes on the 13th indicated Kelly moved in a
cyclonic loop about its point of origin.
However, after it became a named storm,
Kelly accelerated to the north and
eventually to the northwest as it was caught
in the southerlies between the mid-Pacific
high and the inflow pattern about the cut-
off low. Because of its relatively high
latitude, Kelly entrained cold air into its
circulation almost from the start, and was
slow to intensify. By 141800Z there was
a noticeable “dry slot” forming and the
storm took on a north-south orientation
(Figure 3-15-1).

As Kelly approached the cold low
(Figure 3-15-2) it slowed and reached
maxunum intensity. Then suddenly, under the
influence of the mid-latitude westerlies
just to the north, it abruptly turned and
accelerated to the northeast. Although JTWC
forecasts indicated recurvature to the
northeast would occur, it was not forecast
to begin until Kelly reached 35N. It now
appears the westerlies were located further
south than Figure 3-15-2 indicates. Kelly

F@l.Q. 3-15-1. KeUyti an.tutatidging tnopi.cal
Atu~. KsUyuuA UCQA!- .toXhen02.tfMwJL#w?AX
a.tthd time [142259Z Septemba VMSP V.ibLkZt~#llj).
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lime KeUy w acceLting to fit not.th and at the
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.ikzck o~ TyphoonK&g A the daz.hed Line (160000Z
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weakened very rapidly after recurvature as
the convection began to be sheared. By
1712002 the storm had started to loose its
tropical characteristics.

In this phase, Kelly began to
demonstrate intensity anomalies frequently
observed in storms becoming extratropical.
The low central pressures observed did not
correspond well with the relatively weak
winds found by aircraft reconnaissance. On

the other hand, since the central convection
had nearly disappeared, the Dvorak intensity
model estimated winds significantly lower
than what was observed by aircraft. By
1800002 Kelly had completed its extra-
tropical transition and the final warning
was issued. The remnants of Kelly continued
to the northeast and were locatable on
satellite imagery until the 21st. By then
the system was east of the International
Dateline and moving into the Gulf of Alaska.
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TROPICAL STORM LYNN (16W)

After Typhoon Ike moved inland over
China early on 6 September, strong surface
ridging from the subtropical ridge kept
easterlies across much of the tropical
Northwest Pacific. By mid-September, the
ridging began to give way to the southwest
monsoon. This helped set the stage for the
development of Tropical Storm Lynn.

The disturbance that would eventually
become Lynn was first noticed as an area of
poorly organized convection near Guam on 19
September. During the following three days
the area of convection moved west across the
northern Philippine Sea with little cievelop-
ment noted. The convection was apparently
associated with a westward moving TUTT cell.
As the TUTT cell weakened east of Luzon,
divergence from an upper-level anticyclone
north of Guam, which was ridging westward,
maintained the convection. By the 22nil,a
second upper-level anticyclone had developed
just northeast of Luzon near the disturbance
and the convection began to increase. During
this entire time, surface synoptic data
indicated only convergent easterly trades
were present beneath the convection.

At 230000Z, the convection entered the
South China Sea. At the same time, a lee
side low-level cyclonic circulation formed in
the monsoon trough just west of Luzon,
apparently the result of persistent easterly
flow across the mountainous terrain of
northern Luzon. This provided the low-level
circulation which would accelerate the
development of Tropical Storm Lynn.

During the next several hours the
disturbance rapidly consolidated. Ship
reports indicated the surface circulation had
10 to 20 kt (5 to 10 m/s) winds with an hiSLP
estimated at 1003 mb. The associated
convection showed a significant increase in
development as it tried to organize near the
low-level circulation. In addition, a cut-
off low over southern China was enhancing the
outflow from the enticyclone northeast of
Luzon. Based on this collective information,
the Significant Tropical Weather Advisory
(ABEH PGTW) was reissued at 231OOOZ to
include this disturbance as a suspect area.
The potential for significant tropical
cyclone development was assissed as “fair”.

During the next nine hours, the tropical
disturbance continued to show signs of
increased organization on satellite imagery.
At 231800Z, imagery indicated that a central
area of intense convection had formed.
Synoptic data showed the disturbance now had
winds of 20 to 30 kt (10 to 15 m/s). Basea
on these developments a TCFA was issued at
231900Z.

The first warning on Lynn as a tropical
depression was issued at 2406002 when
satellite imagery indicated that the
convection was moving over the low-level
circulation center and intensifying. The
first few warnings forecast Lynn to slowly
intensify and move to the west-northwest.
This forecast track was based on guidance
from the One-Way Interactive Tropical

Cyclone Noael (OTCM). During the next 18
hours Lynn aid intensify some, reaching
tropical storm strength at 241800z and
peaking at 40 kt (21 m/s) at 250000z. After
that point in time, since Lynn had been
moving slowly west-southwest away from the
upper-level anticyclone northeast of Luzon,
it lost its upper-level outflow and entered
a shearing environment. This resulted in a
displacement of the convection to the north
of the low-level circulation center and the
start of a weakening trend (Figure 3-16-1).
In addition to the shearing, the enhancement
of the anticyclonic outflow by the cut-off
low over southern China had now ceased as
the low dissipated at about 250000z.

At 0600z on the 25th, it was apparent
that Lynn had become a sheared system and
that no further intensification would likely
occur . The closest convection was located
more than 120 nm (222 km) to the northeast.
Lynn was now expected to follow a west-
southwest track along the northern periphery
of the low-level monsoon trough until it
dissipated over central Vietnam. Tropical
Storm Lynn posed no further forecast
problems after that except for the difficul-
ty in positioning the exposed low-level
circulation center at night.

During the twenty-four hours prior to
landfall, Lynn did experience a flare-up of
its convection. Synoptic data at 0000Z on
the 27th showed that the upper-level anti-
cyclone had reformed near Hainan Island and
that the flow over Lynn had become weak buti
diffluent. Also possibly contributing to
this convective flare-up prior to landfall
was convergence of the low-level flow and
orographic lifting; both caused by the
mountainous terrain inland of the Vietnam
coast. After making landfall 50 nm (93 km)
southeast of Da Nang (WMO 48855) Lynn
turned northwest dissipating along the
Vietnam/Laos border after 2718002. There
were no reports of damage or injuries from
Tropical Storm Lynn.

F.igum 3-16-1. TIwpi.ca.LStown Lgnn being bhwted.
The expo~edlow-.teve.t cincula.tioni.a 40@wuz06 the
main wnved20n (2S0223ZSeptembehUMSP viAua.C

-WI .
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TROPICAJ_ISTORM MAURY (17W)

During a four week period extending from rapid development
the last week of September until the middle
of October, a large-amplitude long wave
trough persisted in the western North
Pacific. This trough weakened the sub-
tropical ridge and displaced it to the east
of its climatological position. As a
result, tropical cyclones developing in the
western North Pacific would accelerate to
the north and recurve almost as soon as they
developed. Tropical Storm Maury was the
first of five storms to develop in the
western North Pacific during this period.
As would be the case with the four storms
after it, Maury failed to show any
significant westward movement prior to
accelerating to the north and recurving.

Tropical Storm Maury formed near Marcus
Island (Minami Tori-Shims (WMO 47991)) at
approximately the same time that Tropical
Storm Nina was developing some 700 nm
(1296 km) to the west-southwest. Nina’s
proximity would ultimately have a significant
influence on Maury’s future.

Usury was originally detected early on
27 September as an area of developing
convection on the northeast extension of the
monsoon trough. Initially the trough was
linked to the trailing end of a mid-
latitude front and this may have supplied
some low-level vorticity which aided in the

of the system.

The disturbance was first discussed on
the 2706002 Significant Tropical Weather
Advisory (ASEH PGTW) as one of several weak
circulations embedded in the trough. During
the next 10 hours it became evident that
only two circulations would dominate.
Consequently the ASEH was reissued at
2716002 to indicate this concern. These
two circulations would soon develop into
Maury and Nina respectively.

The disturbance continued to develop at
a rapid pace; much faster than JTWC
anticipated. Dvorak intensity analysis
performed on the 2718002 imagery indicated
that 25 kt (13 ro/s)winds were present. The
imagery over the area two hours later showed
that a well-defined compact low-level
circulation center had developed. Conse-
quently, a TCFA was issued at 2723002. At
2723412, Dvorak analysis of Figure 3-17-1
indicated that 35 kt (18 m/s) winds were
now present in this rapidly developing
system. Based on the satellite intensity
analysis, JTWC issued the first warning on
Maury as a 35 kt (18 m/s) tropical storm at
2800002. Synoptic data during this Period
was unable to shed any light on the true
intensity of Maury.

Figwce 3-17-1. A wmpac.tThop.icatStohmkkumgjubt
@.Ohd% tibUaIVW o{-the @wtwmt.Lng. Vvomzk
httetii.tqana.tg6b 06 tti imagtiy.indkatedtha.t
35 kt (Ig m/b] bmdace P&& uwte pument. Thb
~mpted JTWCto w ontti Atom. The muck
.taqefLTILopicdStomnNinaiA developingtitheuxwt
(272341Z Septembek.OMSP v-iwa.ti. nwmvLYl.
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The first aircraft reconnaissance,
conducted early on the 28th, quickly found
the well-defined circulation center at
280303z and reported that Maury was stronger
than expected. Maximum surface winds of
50 kt (26 m/s) were found both southwest and
northeast of the center. Consequently, the
280000Z warning was ammended to reflect
these higher wind speeds.

During the next 30 hours, Maury moved
slowly west, then northwest and further
intensified reaching its peak intensity of
60 kt (31 m/s) at 290600Z. From now on the
movement and intensity of Maury would be
governed primarily by the much larger
Tropical Storm Nina.

The upper-level anticyclone which was
located just east of Nina exerted
considerable pressure on Maury’s convection
from the start. The large anticyclone
brought strong northerly upper-level winds
over Maury which displaced the convection
to the south. As a result, Maury’s low -
level circulation center was consistently
located near the northwest edge of the
convection (Figure 3-17-1). This strong
wind shear prevented Maury from ever
attaining typhoon strength.

In addition to affecting Maury’s
intensity, these strong winds aloft may also
have been restJonsible for vrevenkjnq Maurv
from turning ;O the north on 27 and 28

F.iguw 3-r7-2. The expobed Low-level ci.t-on
-g d now located jut notthwut 06 Xhe main
wnvection. Ninatich by now had wtaluzned -to 30
[15 mfb), A located almo.d due web.t [300042Z

Septembti VM.SPViAlld inw@M.Y] .

September. It is likely that the outflow
from the anticyclone descended and generated
a weak mid-level induced ridge north of
Maury which temporarily prevented any
significant movement of the storm until Nina
had moved further north.

On 29 September, Nina began to move
northeast and approach Maury. This brought
Maury under the influence of Nina’s large
low-level inflow. As a result, the weak
ridge eroded and Maury began to accelerate
to the north. As Maury accelerated-to the
north, the strong upper-level winds continued
?0 displace Maury’s convection away from the
low-level center. This caused Maury’s
low-level circulation to become exposed
(Figure 3-17-2) and marked the start of the
weakening trend. The subtropical ridge
located to the east of Maury was ,alsoa
factor contributing to the acceleration.
With these two factors combined, Maury
reached a top speed of 26 kt (48 km/hr)
between 3006002 and 3012002.

The presence of the subtropical ridge
dominated the JTWC forecast philosophy
from the start. Maury was forecast to move
around the ridge and recurve to the north-
east. The actual movement was fairly close
to the predicted track, although forecasting
the speed of movement and the latitude of
recurvature was difficult due to the
influence of Nina.

Fi.gwLe 3-17-4. Imagtiy 06 Ttop&a.t S.ZozmNhux jut
a@w the ~econnaibmnce @ght h F.iguhe 3-17-3
nub wnduded. MawLyi.b no.tlocazizbte (OIO022Z
OctobmOMSP v.ibua.t.imagezy).
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At 301200z, Maury was approximately
320 nm (593 km) northeast of Nina. Both
storms were now moving to the northeast
around the subtropical ridge. Instead of
accelerating to the northeast like storms
normally do, Maury slowed since it had
entered Nina’s larger circulation. With
Nina’moving to the northeast at 28 kt
(52 km/hr) it took less than 12 hours to
catch Maury and assimilate it into its
circulation.

Maury was no longer identifiable on
satellite imagery after 301831Z; however,
aircraft reconnaissance several hours later
was still able to locate both Maury and Nina
(Figure 3-17-3). Satellite imagery at this
time however, showed that only one storm,
Nina, was present (Figure 3-17-4). At
O1OOOOZ, with Maury’s continuation as a
separate system highly unlikely, tie final
warning was issued.

F.QwLe 3-17-3. A&hough TJwp.ha2S.to2mMaWLyuu4 no
tongehtieti@ble on @t@U.te-Gnagmy, tic@t
mewnna.i.b~ance late on the 30-th w hti.-f.t abkk to
$matethebtoxm’b centm. (IJ.hi andhei.gktdataaze

@wn the 700 mb levti. IIMF(O1l &e~Ueti .i%e f?kU-hWll

ob~aved ~figlzt levet tidb and “MSW”eepze.ben.tb the
ma.x.inmmobbemed bwt{aee mindb. The a.MOUM wdh tind
tiection and bpeed %eptab~ the buhdace L&ndb at
thal point. The numbm on‘tiewind bti hepktieti
tie tenb di.gi.t o{ the 700 mb &nd d.imecti.on.

75



-r”
-+

~
‘
t
’

,
.

-!
,

I

I
,

I
,

f
,

,

~
“
“

-‘
“

~
.

-
L

L
.0

.
.

+
‘mu

)
t

“
t

+
...+

.

7*
!:;!’”.’!””!’9!’

“7-+
-+

Q

>
:

1

\--T
o

0,

u;/:m
.

-
t
-
-
t

I
F

F
F

w
+

’l’-:
I

e
1

I

>}”l-U
-L.

..l.
..l

++

I
9-=

.
h:;:~

l,,,?,,i,? ,.,
.

,,.
-1

,

t
t

t

7
6



Tropical Storm Nina was
tropical storm to develop in

the
the

trough during the latter-half of

TROPICAL

third
monsoon
September.

Despite originating in a region fav~rable
for cyclogenesis, Nina never intensified
beyond 55 kt (28 m/s). This was due to the
inability of an upper-level anticyclone to
persist over the storm. The last phase of
Nina’s life was noteworthy due to the storm’s
reintensification and assimilation of
Tropical Storm Naury into its circulation.

On the 25th of September, a mid-
latitude frontal system moved across the
western North Pacific. AS the front passed
north of the monsoon trough, the trough was
pulled to the northeast on the 26th. At
2700002, the trough extended from the central
Philippine Sea northeast to near Marcus
Island (Minami Tori-Shims (WMO 47991)) where
it became connected with the trailing edge
of the cold front. Embedded in this trough
were several weak circulations; most
noticeable were the ones northeast and north-
west of Guam. These would later develop into
Tropical Storms Maury and Nina respectively.

Synoptic data at 2700002 indicated a
closed 1004 mb circulation had formed 500 nm
(926 km) north-northwest of Guam. The
convection associated with the disturbance
was poorly organized, but a large upper-
level anticyclone north of Guam was providing
good outflow channels to the south and east.

STORN NINA (18W)

During the following twelve hours the
circulation and the associated convection
moved north and consolidated. At 2712002
numerous ship reports indicated the system
had intensified and was detaching from the
trough. Tropical cyclone development during
the next 24 hours now became a distinct
possibility. Consequently, the Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (ASEH PGTW) was
reissued at 2716002 upgrading the potential
for development of this disturbance to
IIfair!l. This was followed by a TCFA at
2720302 based on satellite imagery which
showed the disturbance was consolidating and
becoming comma shaped.

The first aircraft reconnaissance flight
into Nina took place late on the 27th and
found only a sharp trough oriented northeast
to southwest with an MSLP of 998 mb.
However, a band of 30 to 40 kt (15 to 20 m/s)
winds were observed south of the trough axis.
This prompted the issuance of the first
warning at 2800002.

During the following 24 hours, Nina
moved slowly north reaching an intensity of
45 kt (23 m/s) at 2812002. Nina failed to
develop a central dense overcast (CDO) as
would be expected with normal tropical
cyclone development. Instead, due to the
displacement of the upper-level anticyclone
to the east of the low-level circulation,

Figuhc 3-18-1. The bzoad expohtd .20w=Lev&
ticutation 06 Thop.icat Stohm Nina (2901022
Septembu NOAAu~ud.imagay].
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Nina more closely resembled a subtropical
system. The convection was located poleward
and eastward of the low-level center, and
the radius of maximum winds was removed from
the center. In addition, reconniassance
aircraft found only sight temperature
increases at the center.

This displacement of the convection
north and east of the low-level center
introduced uncertainty in the storm’s
position on the night of 28 September when
the low-level circulation was poorly
defined. Analysis of satellite imagery
indicated that the upper-level circulation
center passed east of Iwo-Jima (WMO 47981),
but the surface winds at Iwo-Jima remained
from the southeast until about 281800Z.
This clearly indicates the surface
circulation passed west of the island.
During this time, synoptic data was
essential in fixing the surface center since

the low-level center was not locatable on
satellite imagery.

Early on the 29th, Nina entered the
westerlies and the convection was displaced
even further to the east remaining under the
strongest upper-level diffluence. This
resulted in a weakening of the storm. The
broad low-level circulation was now
continuously exposed, generally 100 to 180
nm (185 to 333 km) west of the main
convection (Figure 3-18-1).

By early on the 30th, Nina had weakened
to depression strength with reconnaissance
aircraft unable to locate the low-level
circulation center and satellite imagery
indicating several possible low-level
circulation centers. Nina was now foreczst
to dissipate over water during the next 12
to 24 hours. However, this weakening was to
be temporary.

F@#uz 3-18-2. Tmop.i.ul St@tJII Nina a.Z WXhKVII
i.n.ien6ity. kuucy h now ab&in@ukf into -’b

&h.m.h%n [oIo022z Octobm W vhuat .ima@g).
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Between 3006002 and 3018002, the low-
level circulation moved rapidly northeast
under the active convection resulting in a
rapid reintensification of Nina. During
this intensification, Tropical Storm Maury
became incorporated into the larger
circulation of Nina. However, there is no
evidence to indicate that this intensifica-
tion was due to the presence of Maury. At
00002 on 1 October, Nina reached maximum

intensity of 55 kt (28 m/s) (Figure 3-18-2).

Early on the first of October, extra-
tropical transition began. The convection
rapidly decreased during the day as Nina
continued to the northeast. Nina became
extratropical between 011200Z and 011500Z,
with the final warning being issued at
0118002.
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TYPHOON OGDEN (19W)

Typhoon Ogden was the first of a series
of eight tropical cyclones during the month
of October which established a new record
for northwest Pacific tropical cyclone
activity for that month. Ogden like the two
storms before it, moved almost due north
from the time it developed until it began to
recurve. Ogden had great difficulty in
becoming vertically aligned and would
probably never have attained typhoon inten-
sity if it had not accelerated after
recurvature thereby adding the translation
speed of movement to the storm’s wind field.

The disturbance that developed into the
eighth typhoon of the season was initially
detected as a weak surface circulation west
of Truk (WMO 91334) on the 3rd of October.
NO significant convection directly associated
with the circulation was evident on satellite
imagery at the time. The disturbance moved
to the northwest over the next 18 hours and
became part of the eastward extension of the
resurging southwest monsoon trough.
Synoptic data at 040000Z indicated a 10 to
20 kt (5 to 10 m/s) surface circulation was
present, with an MSLP near 1008 mb. The
persistence of the circulation prompted its
inclusion in the 040600Z Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (ASEH PGTW).

The monsoon trough began to extend
northwestward on the 4th as it had a week
earlier when Tropical Storms Maury and Nina
developed. As the circulation became
embedded in the trough, the disturbance
followed the trough orientation and tracked
to the northeast. Some poorly organized
convection associated with the surface
circulation could now be detected on satel-
lite imagery. Upper-level flow up to this
time was weak but generally diffluent.

On 5 October, the convection indicated
a further improvement in organization and
was now consolidating in the northeast

periphery of the monsoon trough, several
degrees northeast of the surface circulation.
An upper-level anticyclone was also observed
to be developing over the disturbance.
Early on the 6th, the convection moved
slightly southwest and continued to increase
in size and organization. This brought the
low-level circulation in closer proximity to
the mid and upper-level features.

It was determined from sparse synoptic
data at 0600002 that the circulation had
turned more northward with an MSLP likely
below 1004 mb. This led to the issuance of
a TCFA at 0604002. At 0606002, a ship near
the disturbance’s center reported a 1002 mb
pressure to confirm the earlier analysis.

The first of seven aircraft reconnais-
sance flights into Ogden occurred early on
6 October. A surface center was not located
but a sharp low-level trough oriented
northeast to southwest with an MSLP of 1000
mb was evident. Maximum sustained winds of
20 kt (10 m/s) were reported southeast of
the trough axis. The second aircraft
reconnaissance mission closed-off a
circulation center at 0622272 with an MSLP
of 999 mh and reported 15 kt (8 m/s) winds
near the broad center. Winds of 35 kt
(18 m/s) were found approximately 170 nm
(315 km) east-northeast of the center
associated with the tight pressure gradient
between the developing Ogden and the
subtropical ridge to the northeast.
Intensity estimates from satellite analysis
at this time indicated surface winds of
25 kt (13 m/s) were present. Although the
disturbance was still located within the
monsoon trough, satellite data indicated the
system was moving north and separating from
the trough. This in combination with the
aircraft data prompted the issuance of the
first warning on Ogden as a 25 kt (13 m/s)
tropical depression at 070000Z (Figure
3-19-1).

F.@Iw 3-19-1. Ogden atthea%e.the &t6.tuwut&g
w hued. Dvohak.in.tetiitganatybbindicated
tkal 25 kt (13 mlb) butdaet@ui4 uwepttient
(070002Z Octobm VUSPv&at. Lma.goyJ.
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Over the next 24 hours, Ogden tracked
around the southwest periphery of the nid-
Pacific ridge. The ridge was retreating
eastward in advance of a mid-latitude
trough approaching from Japan. Although
the first four JTWC warnings forecast
eventual recurvature to the northeast, the
actual recurvature was much sharper than
anticipated, with significant acceleration
occurring during the first twenty-four
hours of the forecast period. This was due
to the mid-latitude trough moving east
faster than anticipated, resulting in a more
rapid retreat of the mid-Pacific ridge.
This quickly put Ogden under a southwesterly
steering flow.

At approximately 0716002, Ogden
obtained tropical storm intensity. At this
time, Ogden was already accelerating to the
northeast. Part of the storm’s intensifi-
cation during the next 30 hours would be a
result of the forward translational speed
being added to the true wind speed. This
would consistently put the stronger winds
in the southeast semicircle.

The only land affected by Ogden was
Marcus Island (Minami Tori-Shims (WMO

47991)). Ogden passed just to the east of
the island at approximately 0802002. The
island was subjected to the weaker, north-
west semicircle of the storm, and as a
result, no damage was reported. The
highest known wind occurred at 0800002 when
northeast winds of 27 kt (14 m/s) were
observed. At the same time the sea-level
pressure was 990.3 mb. Only two hours
earlier, aircraft reconnaissance reported
an MSLP in Ogden of 993 mb. This suggests
that the intensifying surface center passed
very close to the island.

At 12002 on 8 October, the mid-
latitude westerlies began to accelerate
Ogden to the northeast in earnest and Ogden
began its transition to an extratropical
low as it attained typhoon intensity
(Figure 3-19-2). A combination of the
extratropical transition and a 20 kt
(37 km/hr) northeast movement contributed
to an expanded asymmetric wind field and to
the typhoon force winds in the southeast
semicircle. Aircraft reconnaissance at
0821322 reported 70 kt (36 m/s) surface
winds 30 nm (56 km) from the surface center
in the southwest and southeast quadrants.
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The ARWO also verified that extratropi-
Cal transition had commenced. Stratiform
clouds were observed in the surface center
and a 10 nm (19 km) northeast tilt was
present from the surface to the 700 mb
center. In addition, the measured MSLP was
only 993 mb. This would normally support
winds of 55 kt (28 m/s) according to
Atkinson-Holliday (1977) pressure-wind
curve. This discontinuity is often
observed during extratropical transition.

The southwesterlies continued to shear
Ogden as it accelerated to the northeast,
further separating the 700 mb and upper-
level centers from the surface center.
Ogden weakened to tropical storm strength
approximately twenty-four hours after it
obtained typhoon strength, even though

maximum sustained winds of 77 kt (40 m/s)
were indicated from satellite imagery. The
satellite intensity estimates at this time
were based on the Dvorak model of a
subtropical system. Consequently, Ogden’s
25 kt (46 km/hr) movement was directly
added to the initial model intensity. It
was apparent on satellite imagery at 0000Z
on 10 October that Ogden had lost all
convection and had completed its extra-
tropical transition. It still supported 55
kt (28 m/s) winds and had a 32 kt (59 km/hr)
northeast movement. At this time, the final
warning was issued. The upper-level center
was located more than one degree northeast
of the surface center based on satellite
imagery. The remains of Ogden continued
northeast towards the International Dateline
as an extratropical storm.
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TYPHOON PHYLLIS (20W)

Typhoon Phyllis was the first of four
significant tropical cyclones to develop in
the monsoon trough during a two day period.
Three of these would form in WESTPAC, with
the fourth, Tropical Cyclone 02B developing
in the Bay of Bengal. Of the four, Phyllis
was by far the strongest, reaching a maximum
intensity of 80 kt (41 m/s). However,
despite its strength, Phyllis caused no
reported damage as it remained over water
throughout its life.

As an intenisfying Typhoon Ogden began
to accelerate to the northeast on 7 October,
a broad area of troughing and low-level
convergence persisted in its wake. By late
on the 7th, the seedling of Phyllis was being
analyzed as a weak surface circulation
embedded in the trough east of Guam. During
the next day-and-a-half, the disturbance

drifted to the northeast with no significant
development noted. Figure 3-20-1 depicts
the surface situation at 0900002 as Phyllis
finally began to develop. A broad trough
extends southwest from Typhoon Ogden across
Guam and into the Philippine Sea. Embedded
in this trough are two circulations; one to
the northeast and one to the southwest of
Guam . These would later develop into Typhoon
Phyllis and Tropical Storm Roy respectively.

Although surface synoptic data was
sparse near the circulation northeast of
Guam, satellite imagery during the 9th and
into the 10th indicated that a compact
circulation was developing. This resulted in
a TCFA being issued at 10063OZ. At the time
the TCFA was issued, Dvorak intensity

analysis indicated that surface winds of
25 kts (13m/s) were present.

F@uhe 3-20-1. Sut{ace ana.tyti al the time Typhoon
PhyU and Tmp.ka..? SY@unRoy beganto develop
(090000ZOctobti 1984).



The first warning on Phyllis was issued
at 11OOOOZ after satellite imagery indicated
the disturbance had intensified further and
now supported winds of 35 kt (18 m/s). By
now Phyllis had nearly detached from the
trough and would soon begin to accelerate to
the north. During the next twenty-four hours
Phyllis intensified rapidly reaching typhoon
strength by 120000z. The upgrade to typhoon
status was based upon reports from recon-
naissance aircraft and from Dvorak intensity

analysis of Figure 3-20-2.

Phyllis continued to strengthen reaching
a maximum intensity of 80 kt (41 m/s) twelve
hours later at 1212002. At the time Phyllis
attained its peak intensity, it was located
under a well-defined synoptic scale anti-
cyclone (Figure 3-20-3). This anticyclone
provided good outflow to all quadrants of the
storm. As Phyllis moved north, however, the
anticyclone would remain quasi-stationary

near Marcus Island (Minami Tori-Shims (WMO
47991)). As a result, less than twelve
hours later Phyllis would enter the 50 to 70
kt (26 to 39 m/s) westerly flow and begin to
shear and weaken.

Typhoon Phyllis maintained a predomi-
nantly northward track from the time it
separated from the monsoon trough until it
began to dissipate. The initial movement
northward was a result of Typhoon Ogden
weakening and displacing the subtropical
ridge to the east. As Phyllis began to move
north, a digging mid-latitude shortwave
formed a vigorous cut-off low south of
Honshu. This allowed the ridge east of
Phyllis to rapidly build back northward,
keeping Phyllis under a strong southerly
steering flow. This southerly flow resulted
in Phyllis accelerating to the north and
prevented the typhoon from following a more
typical recurvature track to the northeast.

F.igwtt 3-20-2. Phy&l.d at.thez%netiw upgnaded
to .typhooni.ntetitiq.Duokzhhtted.ty anolybi.4o~
.tti .imugtiy .indicated thatwtdace winch06 65 U
(33 mlh ) we,te pwu.en.t ( 120002Z Octobw VMSP vdual

i.niageng) .
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As Phyllis passed north of 25N, the
cut-off low with its associated frontal
system began to accelerate to the northeast.
At the same time, Phyllis began to encounter
the strong upper-level westerlies and the
convection was displaced to the east of the
low-level circulation (Figure 3-20-4).
Phyllis responded by weakening at an even
faster rate than it had earlier intensified.

The last aircraft reconnaissance
mission was flown into Phyllis late on 13
October and found only a trough at the
700 mh level where less than twelve hours
earlier, a well-developed circulation
existed. At the surface, however, the

a~rcraft still found a 999 mb surface
circulation. Satellite imagery at nearly
the same time showed a broad low-level
circulation center defining the remnants of
Phyllis (Figure 3-20-5). All the convection
had been displaced to the northeast. At
1400002, the final warning was issued as
Phyllis became indistinct from the cold
front transiting through the region.
There were no reports of damage from
Phyllis although Marcus Island (Minami Tori-
Shima (WMO 47991)) did report 20 to 30 kt
(10 to 15 m/s) winds for almost two days
as Phyllis passed some 150 nm (278 km) to
the west.

F.igute 3-20-4. TgphoonPhyl.th u it beganlo
waken und~ bting uppe.z-kevct wind bheat. Note
the e.v%ztzopi,cd Low kth .itA cuhociizted @wuM
b@tem -to the wtif ( 1223422 Octobti DMSPvhuat
.ho.gULgl .

+i.gtie 3-20-5. Phy.UA u .i.t mmged with and became
.ind.ibt&ct &omawld@m.t. A?ltha.t fuana[nedod
PluJIMA w a had Lotu-.Levet cAcu.t@ion cetia
[132321Z Oc-tobw VM8P utiua.t .intagwc.y)
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TROPICAL STORM ROY (21W)

Tropical Storm Roy developed in the
monsoon trough southwest of Guam at the same
time that Typhoon Phyllis was developing
further to the northeast. Despite forming
in an area climatologically favorable for
tropical cyclone development, Roy was unable
to persist. Strong upper-level wind shear
resulted in a rapid weakening and eventual
dissipation of the storm after only two days
in warning status.

Early on 9 October, a weak circulation
was first analyzed in the monsoon trough
southwest of Guam. Development of the
disturbance was slow during the next twenty-
four hours due to strong wind shear from the
upper-level outflow of Typhoon Ogden. By
early on the 10th, Ogden’s influence had
lessened which resulted in the convection
over the disturbance increasing and becoming
more organized. At 1004OOZ, Dvorak inten-
sity analysis of the convective banding
indicated that 25 kt (13 m/s) surface winds
were present. This prompted the issuance of
a TCFA at 1007OOZ.

During the development stage no upper-
level anticvclone was detected over the
disturbance, although the flow did become
diffluent. As it turned out, Roy never

developed an upper-level anticyclone. This
inability to develop a good outflow pattern
would ultimately be responsible for Roy’s
quick dissipation.

The first aircraft reconnaissance
mission into the system found a small 1000
mb center at 11OO46Z located approximately
90 nm (167 km) west-southwest of Guam.
Winds of 15 kt (8 m/s) were found around
most of the center except for a small area
of 30 kt (15 m/s) winds in the southeast
quadrant. The ‘aircraft position of the
disturbance’s center confirmed what
satellite imagery indicated - that the
system had turned to a more northerly
heading from the steady northeast course of
the previous two days. This meant Roy would
pass safely to the west of Guam.

Based on the data obtained by recon-
naissance aircraft and the expectation for
further intensification, the first warning
was issued at 110227z, valid at 11OOOOZ
(Figure 3-21-1). Later that afternoon the
second reconnaissance flight found Roy had
indeed intensified. The MSLP had decreased
to 998 mb and minimal tropical storm force
winds existed 20 to 30 nm (37 to 56 km) from
the center.

F.igwie3-21-1. ROy jwt beifoaetit tjim.dwaning WA
.Aued. The pa.tiJWy expo~ed.tow-.teuetcdmdmlon
centehb u&Me on the em.tehnedge06 the tin
convection.Tltei.&.mdo6GuantozoXed JIO nm
{204km}to the no&#vzaAZ& wmphiefly d’oud-tjtee
(702152ZOdobm NW viwcz.!i. mgvcyl.
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As it turned out, these would be the
strongest winds observed in Roy. Roy passed
80 nm (148 km) west of Guam as a minimal
tropical storm, but caused no damage to the
island. The Naval Oceanography Command
Detachment (NOCD) at Brewer Field, NAS Agana,
recorded maximum winds of only 14 kt (7 m/s)
during Roy’s passage.

As Roy moved to the north-northeast,
strong easterlies from the synoptic scale
anticyclone that was nearly co-located with
the developing Typhoon Phyllis began to
shear the storm. In addition, much of the
monsoon flow which had earlier been directed
into Roy was now feeding into the stronger
Typhoon Phyllis. This began a weakening
trend which continued until Roy’s dissipation
less than 36 hours later.

During the next twenty-four hours, ROY

did make several attempts to redevelop its
convection about the low-level circulation
center, but due to the strong shear, every
attempt was doomed to fail. By the 12th,
Roy had become an exposed system with the
overall convection decreasing (Figure
3-21-2). However, it was at this time that
the lowest MSLP was observed. At 1205312,
reconnaissance aircraft recorded an MSLP of
996 mb. Despite the lower pressures, no
surface winds above 20 kt (10 m/s) were
reported.

Late on the 12th, the last mission into
the dissipating Roy was flown. It was
unable to locate any circulation center and
observed surface winds of 5 to 15 kt
(3 to 8 m/s). This prompted the final
warning to be issued at 1300002 as Roy
dissipated over water.
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TROPICAL STORM SUSAN (22W)

Tropical Storm Susan was the third of
four significant tropical cyclones to
develop in the monsoon trough in less than
two days. During a brief existence Susan
caused considerable damage to central
Vietnam despite only intensifying to 40 kt
(21 In/s).

Occasionally, when a typhoon is active
in the Philippine Sea a “sympathetic” storm
will form in the South China Sea. Recent
examples of such storm pairs are Abby/Carmen
and Orchid/Percy from the 1983 season. The
mechanism at work in these cases is a
combination of excess vorticity and conver-
gence at low-levels, found around
circulation centers embedded in the monsoon
trough, and upper-level ventilation due to
the divergence in the outflow downstream
(west) of the dominant typhoon in the
Philippine Sea. These “sympathetic” storms
often exhibit erratic movement and are the
victims of significant upper-level shearing.
Intensification beyond minimal typhoon
strength is unusual.

As a first impression, one might

assume that this scenario was valid in the
Icase of Tropical sto~ Susan. The surface
situation present as Susan was forming is
shown in Figure 3-22-1. The monsoon trough
extends from the Marshall Islands across
Micronesia, the Philippines, Southeast Asia
and into the Bay of Bengal. Embedded
within this trough is the precursor of
Tropical Cyclone 02B in the Bay of Sengal,
the depression that is soon to be Susan in
the South China Sea and the short-lived
Tropical Storm Roy just west of Guam.
Tropical Storm Phyllis (soon to be typhoon
Phyllis) had recently separated from the
trough and was accelerating to the north.
The first impression, however, is incorrect
in this case. Susan was not a sympathetic
storm induced by either of the storms to
the east, but was instead a completely
independent system. The inflow patterns
about Roy and Phyllis disrupt each other
whereas the flow around Susan dominates the
entire South China Sea and controls much
more mass than the other two. Given time
and more open ocean, Susan would
probably have become the most intense of the
four systems.

F.tguhe3-22-1. The 1112002OctObti bU&@e/9Ju.Ui.Lt.nt
teve-tan@fAL4 duzhg the ~omw.tiveb.iageotj
TmJp&?,.tS.tozmSuAan.



The upper-air pattern present during
the development stage of Susan is shown in
Figure 3-22-2. The anticyclone over the
South China Sea is well-formed and distinct
from one northeast of Guam. In fact, the
upper-level anticyclone over the Pacific
Ocean does not resemble the typical outflow
pattern from a tropical storm. The system
is much more representative of the
climatological synoptic scale high. The
overall pattern shows clearly that Susan
developed on its own merits and not as a
result of a “s~pathetic” reaction.

The disturbance, which would later
develop into Susan, was first noticed on 10
October as a loosely defined but very broad
low-level circulation in the central South
China Sea. Synoptic data showed that winds
of 10 to 20 kt (5 to 10 m/s) were present

with the disturbance. The inflow pattern
covered a very large area and was slow to
consolidate. During this consolidation
period the system remained nearly stationary.

By 1106OOZ the system had started to
accelerate to the west along the axis of
the monsoon trough. The convection and
organization had both increased significant-
ly, resulting in the issuance of a TCFA at
11073OZ. BY now winds near the center were
20 to 25 kt (10 to 13 m/s). The storm
continued to develop as it moved quickly to
the west-northwest, with the first warning
issued at 111800z. Susan made landfall as
a 35 to 40 kt (18 to 21 m/s) tropical storm
just north of Nha Trang, Vietnam (WMO 48877)
some 16 hours later (Figure 3-22-3) . After
landfall, Susan turned northwest and

F-igwr.e3-22-2. The 1100002oc.hb~ 200mb tUla&jbiA .
The uppti-leutian.ticyctmeovtithe.%uth Chi.naSea
ti an independentbybdkm. H toaA not ~ozmed by the
out#owpa.ttanod .the~ fmpica.tb.toJun4neamGuam.
(TheII1200Z200 mb ana&@A had .i.n6u&f.i.cien.tdata
to conductamean.ing@.tana&@4).
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transited up the Mekong Valley. Even though
Susan dissipated as a significant tropical
cyclone at 1300002, its remnants were still
evident three days later as an area of
convection just to the west of Hanoi
(WMO 48820). Initial reports indicate 33
people were killed and some 68,000 families
left homeless due to the heavy rains and
floods which accompanied Susan. Thousands
of hectares of ripening autumn rice were
also reported destroyed.

In summary, although Susan was
simultaneously active with three other
tropical cyclones, analysis proves that it
was not a sympathetic storm induced by the
inflow/outflow patterns of its companions.
Susan started as a very broad system
embedded in the monsoon trough end stayed
in the axis of the through as it moved
inland over Vietnam. Once over land it
recurved to the north but was identifiable
for several more days.

Fi@uLQ 3-22-3. Thopi.catS2@vII Sum nedknnximum
i.ntwi.tg. The~totm ntadehttd{d.t OV@l WU.4td
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TROPICAL DEPRESSION (23W)

Tropical Depression 23w was a short-
lived system which developed in the monsoon
trough. The lack of upper-level support
resulted in dissipation only 18 hours after
it became a significant tropical cyclone.

After the dissipation of Typhoon
Phyllis on 14 October, the low-level monsoon
trough still extended from Southeast Asia to
the Marshall Islands. At 1500002, the upper-
level wind-flow was similar to the pattern
present several days earlier, with a large
anticyclone located near Marcus Island
(Minami Tori-Shims (WMO 47991)). In
addition, a westward moving TUTT cell was
now located near 18N 172E. At this time the
convection associated with the monsoon trough
showed little organization. Upper-level flow
over the area was generally easterly, with
northeast flow inhibiting convective
development along the northern side of the
low-level trough.

Early on the 16th, the convection began
to show signs of increased organization.
This was especially evident near the island
of Truk. (WMO 91334), where the eastward
extension of the monsoon trough and the
strongest low-level cyclonic turning were
located. Synoptic data at this time
indicated a 1005 mb surface circulation was
present. The Significant Tropical Weather
Advisory (ABEH PGTW) at 1606002 mentioned
this area as having a “fair” potential for
significant tropical cyclone development.

Satellite imagery during the next 18
hours showed the convection had become more
organized with the development of a central
convective feature. Synoptic data revealed
sea-level pressures of 1003 mb to 1006 mb
around the periphery of the circulation with
the central pressure estimated to be near
1000 mb. These developments prompted the
issuance of a TCFA at 1700002. Upper-level
data indicated the flow was now slightly
diffluent as the disturbance was located in

the TUTT axis.

h investigative reconnaissance flight
into the disturbance closed-off a surface
circulation at 1706002 and reported maximum
surface winds of 25 kt (13 m/s). The MSLP
had decreased to 998 mb. Since further
development was expected, the first warning
on Tropical Depression 23W valid at 1706002
was issued a short time later (Figure
3-23-l).

During the next 18 hours, Tropical
Depression 23W moved northwest and weakened
rather than intensified. Aircraft recon-
naissance at 1720302 could not locate a
surface circulation, but instead observed
winds which indicated that a much larger
circulation was developing to the southeast.
Consequently, the final warning on the
dissipated Tropical Depression 23W was
issued at 1800002.

Post-analysis indicates that Tropical
Depression 23W dissipated as a result of
unfavorable upper-level support. As the
poorly organized depression moved west-
northwest along the northern periphery of
the low-level monsoon trough, it moved into
an area of 30 to 40 kt (15 to 21 m/s)
northerly upper-level winds from the
combined effects of the anticyclone (now
located near Iwo Jima (WMO 47981)) and the
TUTT cell to the northeast. The strong
wind shear over the depression created an
environment which was unfavorable for
tropical cyclone development. In comparison,
the area southeast of Tropical Depression
23w was located in a reqion of diffluent
flow with the upper-level TUTT cell to the
northeast enhancing the diffluence.
Satellite imagery reflected this favorable
uPPer-level outflow as much stronger
convection was forming in this area. This
area of convection would soon develop into
Typhoon Thad..

FigwLe3-23-1. Ttopi.cat Qqxwi%ion 23Wat .tk?time
J%? &A-4kwAn.ingUU4 Llbued. A TUTT ce.UiA tocmkd
nozthem.t o~ the depttihion [170537ZOctob&tN04A
vLwa.tAnllgulg).

97



I# 1 I -~

. . .

1 t

*I

. . . . - -., . .
*

,., . . .

J.

\., ,

7bB
.’ “.

.,- -.. , ,.. --.. . ,. .,, L

., ,- -.. ,.

,. ... , ,- -., . ,. -.. , ,,, ,,,

..- -., - -.. . .- -.. , ,- -., 24C

,. .+,., Aw,.,.l- ,,. ,

t I
,- .,, , ,. ... . ,- .,

.,. --.. , H:L., .,- -., ,.9
,. -.. , .- -.. . ‘.. .,

‘. &:HA - -,, ,,, . - -,, ... ,., ,. -.. . -.

t
: *,4

125”,.- .,. .,.

,, ., ..- ... ,.. . . . . . . . ., .,,. ,,.

I
<,, .

1
,9 ‘

,.c,.- -,, .,- -. ...
,.. .,. , .- . . . . . . .

. . . -.. . ,. -., . .- .

t“ t
.,. .,,

““”t”’MA:cu+ ””’” +’”’t

,, >65 .-- -- -
1:. , I I

. /?5
-4?(3

(,,. ,,. .
.- WA

----- >45- -’

~< “

.,l .,,_ . . . . -.. .
.Y 14. /4 3 . . . . .-.

! , 1 , , 1 ,
A @. /

I 3“> -~.. -!y . . ..- -- ---- . . . .
, I ! I

.
,

. . .

t.. +

TYPHOON
THAD
BESTTRACK TC-24W

19 OCT-24 OCT 1984

MAX SFC WIND 120 KTS

MINIMUM SLP 925 MBS

+., +.. .~

LEGEND

,-
;E

. ● . Imurm. mb u.rmca*awu 4

-- TROPICAL STORM
— TYPHoON

SUPER TYPHOON START
SUPER TYPHOON END
EXTRATROPICAL
DISSIPATING STAGE
FIRST WARNING ISSUED
LAST WARNING ISSUED

~ P+ 06 HOUR BEST TRACK POSIT
)). ,,“, ,, I

/ A SPEED OF MOVEMENT
e

YAP. - . . . ..- -.

B INTENSITY
C POSITION AT XX/000Q7 ‘“”” ‘“”’- “

\ 000 TROPICAL DISTURBANCE
I *“A” ,-., mcmnceelnu

.,. ‘*TcFA

11,:u1119y *;,opz:~};:-T:,+;*,:~:;- ~,, =:
,1”, ... --., ,.. .-.. ,,, .

~Bwf-“0)0~ .. . . .- KW$J?,L EIN

PALAU IS 8

,.. . ... .

. . .
WOL L?fl - -’. ” - ~8@uK - - mNppE . -’ -- ~A&& -

.- -,. , . . . . . . . ... , ,. ... . . . -,. . .,. . ... .,, . ,. . . . .

, , , a $ 1 Q , 1 I
1 1 , KOSRAE r

,.: -.. , . . ... , .- . . . . . -,, , . -,, . . . . . . . . . . . .

. -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . -,. . ,. -,,4 ,,. .

,,. -.. . .- -,. . .- -,. . . . -,, . ,. . . . . . -.. .- -.. . . .,.

~riRAw ;“”
,.. . .,, . .- . . . . . .,. , ,. . . .. . . . . . . . ,. .,, . . . ,,.

‘ , t ,
I ! t 1 1 I t m

●

122--% -*, ,. A,. A.,,. .

I r r ,
.

\ I



TYPHOON THAI) (24W)

Typhoon Thad developed southeast of
Guam just as Tropical Depression 23W was
dissipating several hundred miles to the
northwest. Unlike its predecessor, Thad
developed under favorable upper-level
environment which permitted fmther
intensification. As Thad developed, it
tracked steadily to the north-northwest
before recurving to the northeask. The
typhoon’s movement was well forecast except
during the initial stages.

Late on 17 October, satellite imagery
revealed that an area of strong convection
was developing a few hundred miles southeast
of the short-lived Tropical Depression 23W.
The development of the convection was aided
significantly by the presence of a tieakening
TUTT cell to the north-northeast which
provided strong diffluence aloft over the
convection.

Synoptic data at 180000z confirmed what
the last aircraft reconnaissance mission
into Tropical Depression 23W had observed a
few hours earlier; that a broad surface
circulation was developing near Truk
(WMo 91334). This circulation was under-
neath the developing convection and on the
eastern end of the monsoon trough. Synoptic
data south of the trough axis indicated the
southwest monsoon was reintensifying with
numerous 20 to 30 kt (10 to 15 m/s) west
winds being reported.

Over the next several hours, the
convection rapidly consolidated. In
addition, satellite imagery and synoptic
data showed an anticyclone was developing
aloft providing good outflow to all
quadrants. As a result, a TCFA was issued
at 180630z.

During the next 18 hours satellite
imagery indicated the disturbance was moving
northwest towards Guam. With Dvorak inten-
sity analysis indicating 30 M (15 m/s)
surface winds present and 45 kt (23 m/s)
surface winds forecast in 24 hours, the
first warning on Thad was issued at 190000Z.

The initial warning forecast Thad to
continue to move to the northwest, paes just
south of Guam and gradually turn towards the
west-northwest in the 48 to 72 hour period.
This forecaet was in good agreement with all
JTWC forecast aids. Also the NOGAPS
analysis and prog series indicated the
subtropical ridge had returned closer to its
climatological position north of Guam which
further convinced JTWC that this track was
reasonable.

As it turned out, this forecast would
be wrong for two reasons. First, JTWC did
not accurately know where the low-level
center was located. Second, and more
importantly.,the subtropical ridge was not
nearly as strong nor as far west as
indicated in the analysis and prog series.
Between 190000Z snd 190600z, as Thad
supposedly neared Guam (WMO 91212), the
winds on the island should have veered to
the east or southeast. Instead, they

remained from the northeast. But analysis
of satellite imagery indicated that Thad
was heading directly towards Guam. Clearly
something was amiss! JTWC’S efforts to
locate the surface center were further
hampered by maintenance problems which
prevented reconnaissance aircraft from
penetrating the disturbances center.

At 190728Z the first aircraft
reconnaissance flight into the center of the
disturbance was finally made and quickly
settled the discrepancy. It located Thad
almost 180 nm (333 km) east of Guam with an
MSLP of 990 mb. As a result, the 190600z
warning position relocated Thad some 120 nm
(222 km) to the northeast! This meant that
the storm would now safely c’learGuam.

At 2000002, as a now well-developed
Thad continued to move to the north-
northwest at 13 to 14 kt (24 to 26 km/hr),
it became obvious the storm was not going to
turn towards the west. Clearly the sub-
tropical ridge was not as well-established
nor as far west as the NOGAPS progs had
earlier indicated (Figure 3-24-l). JTWC
now forecast continued north-northwest
movement for the next 24 hours with
recurvature to the northeast between
21OOOOZ and 220000Z due to the approach of
a mid-latitude trough., As it turned out,
this forecast track was excellent, with the
speeds of movement after recurvature being
only slightly faster than anticipated.

Thad intensified steadily from the time
JTWC went into warning status at 190000Z,
until it reached its peak intensity of
120 kt (62 m/s) at 211800Z (Figure 3-24-2).
By this time Thad had begun to recurve and
link-up with a mid-latitude trough. After
maintaining the 120 kt (62 m/s) intensity
for approximately 12 hours, Thad began a
S1O.Wweakening trend which continued until
the storm went extratropical. During this
period, Thad accelerated from 16 to 30 kt
(3O to 56 km/hr) as it became embedded in
the westerlies. As would be expected with
the storms that accelerate after recurva-
ture, the strongest surface winds were
consistently observed in the southeast
semicircle.

As Thad accelerated to the northeast,
strong upper-level westerlies began to
displace the upper-level circulation and
convection from the surface center. This
was confirmed by the 22231OZ aircraft
reconnaissance fix which found the 700 mb
center 28 nm (52 km) east-northeast of the
surface center. All significant convection
was now located north of the surface center.

On the 23rd, Thad lost most of its
convection with an exposed low-level
circulation center visible on satellite
imagery. The final warning on this system
was issued by JTWC at 240000z. Future
warnings on the extratropical low were
contained in NAVOCEANCOMCEN GUAN extra-
tropical wind warning bulletins (WWPN PGFW).



NOGAPS 700 mb 48-hour prog VT: 201200z October

201200Z October 700 mb NOGAPS analysis

FigwLe 3-24-1. Com~on o~ the 48 kout 700mb
NOGAPSpmogavailableto tht TVO uken.the Atit
uuz.ntngUUA hbl.led and tie veh.idyinganatgbh . The
tue4Wtn ex.tenbian ofj the &LWLOpia.t @e W.6
4OJLL?Wt X0 e%tend webt o-tong ‘MN to nwi 130E.
In.5&ad, due to the edfjti o~ a digging mid+ztitude
akougtt nwvhg into the SFXZ otj Japan,the hidgehti
e&?&~t4 aPlowedThudh t.wi.dtqtecuwe to the

.
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(a)

(c)

F.igtie3-24-2. Th.tte view o~ Typhoon Thud at
maximum.kZn&ity: (a)Vi4ualinwgtig (b)Tn&wVu?.d
i.magtny and [c) EnhancedIn@d @9~Y - ~ofi
TI@.cuL Cyct.oneCWLve. (22000zzOc.tobtiVM.SP
iolageluj).
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SUPER TYPHOON VANESSA (25W)

Super Typhoon Venessa, the first super
typhoon of the 1984 season, also developed
into the most intense storm of the year. At
peak intensity Vanessa had an MSLP of 879 mb,
only 9 mb above the record 870 mb observed
in Super Typhoon Tip (1979). Except for a
brief period when the storm brushed Guam,
Vanessa remained clear of land and generally
posed a threat only to shipping.

Super Typhoon Vanessa originated in the
Near Equatorial Trough southeast of Ponape
(WMO 91348) three days after Typhoon Thad
formed some 700 nm (1296 km) further to the
west. The disturbance was initially
detected on 20 October as an area of con-
vection near 4N 163E. Its rapid development
resulted in the Significant Tropical Weather
Advisory (ABEH PGTW) being reissued at
201900Z to include this area of convection
as a suspect disturbance.

During the 21st and into the 22nd, the
area of convection slowly increased in
organization as the disturbance moved
northwest to just north of Ponape. The
persistent improvement in organization
during this period resulted in the issuance
of a TCFA at 220500Z. Sparse synoptic data
at the time of the TCFA was only able to
confirm the presence of a 10 to 15 kt
(5 to 8 m/s) surface circulation. By now an
upper-level anticyclone had.developed,
providing good outflow to all but the
northwest quadrant which was still feeling
some effects from the outflow of Typhoon
Thad. The first warning on Vanessa was
issued at 221800z when analysis of satellite
imagery resulted in an estimate that the
disturbance now supported surface winds of
35 kt (18 m/s).

From beginning to end, Vanessa followed
a very climatological track becoming one of
the “great-recurver” storms of 1984. From
the time it attained depression strength
until it began to recurve, it moved almost
due west-northwest. After recurving south
of Okinawa, Vanessa underwent a complex
transition into an extratropical low east of
Japan.

Vanessa’s intensity came very close to
equalling the records established by Super
Typhoon Tip in 1979. Figure 3-25-1 shows
the NSLP versus time for Vanessa as obtained
by reconnaissance aircraft. The pressure
dropped 100 mb in a 48 hour period to reach
a miniuum of 879 mb at 2611142. This is
only 9 mb higher than the 870 mb recorded
in Tip. (These pressures convert to 155 kt
(8O mls) and approximately 165 kt (85 m/s)
for Vanessa and Tip, respectively, using the
Atkinson and Holliday (1977) pressure-wind
relationship) .

The initial warning forecast Vanessa to
move west-northwest and pass over Guam
within 48 hours as a 65 kt (33 m/s) typhoon.
The accuracy of the first forecasts gave the
military and civilian communities on Guam
sufficient time to properly prepare.
Consequently there was little structural
damage on the island and no personal
injuries when Vanessa did approach as an 80
kt (41 m/s) typhoon. Vanessa’s closest
point of approach to Guemwas 90 nm (167 km)
to the south-southwest at 2411OOZ. Sustained
winds above 30 kt (15 m/s) were recorded at
numerous locations on the island with a
peak gust of 59 kt (30 m/s) recorded at the
Naval Oceanography Command Center
(NAVOCEANCQMCEN) building on Nimitz Hill.

Fi.gwte 3-25-1. Time a.mb-hection o{ kIJIUbU’4
minimum bea-.tevet PJLUALJLE u meiw.med btj tewnna&-
bance wdt. The ptti~utehopped 100 mb in a
48hotipAod mdti.ng atowo~ 879mb ti 2611142.
ThiAh on&j 9 mb Itighmlhantheaewtd 870 mb
ob.wwed in Sups TgphoonTip in 1979.
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The only significant damage on Guam occurreti
to vegetation. An estimated 1.7 milIion
dollars worth of crops were lost, principal-
ly bananas. Flooding was also reported in
the southern coastal areas of the island.

Vanessa continued to intensify and
move west-northwest after it passed south
of Guam. The dominate synoptic feature was
the subtropical ridge north of Vanessa
which redeveloped in the wake of Typhoon
Thad. Vanessa moved along the southern
side of the ridge for nearly five days
before recurving. It was just prior to
recurvature, at 2612002 that a peak
intensity of 155 kt (80 m/s) was attained
(Figure 3-25-2). The ARWO flying the
2611142 fix mission that observed the 879
mb MSLP, described the 10 nm (19 km)
circular eye as exhibiting a “fishbowl
effect” with the convection in the eyewall
spiraling vertically to the point of
resembling corkscrews. During this flight,
at a 700 mb height of 2022 m, the 700 mb
temperature within the eye was an excep-
tionally high 30”c. Vanessa remained a
super typhoon from 251800z to 280000Z.

The recurvature which eventually took
place on the 27th and 28th was initially

forecast on the 2500002 warning. A frontal
system over eastern China was identified as
the mechani~m for recurvature. Vanessa was
forecast to recurve at 21N to 22N, but
actually turned to the northeast at 20N as
the frontal system moved slightly faster
than predicted. At no point during this
period was Typhoon Warren in the South
China Sea considered to be a factor in
Vanessa’s movement since Vanessa was the
dominant storm both in size and strength.

The final phase of Vanessa’s life was
a complex transition to an extratropical
low . Interaction with the front began
shortly after recurvature. The 2823302
aircraft reconnaissance mission indicated
the transition was underway with strato-
cumulus undercast present throughout much
of the storm. Vanessa continued to weaken
until the transition was complete.

Post-analysis indicates that extra-
tropical transition was completed by
3012002 as satellite imagery showed no
convection was present. Vanessa
transitioned to a storm force low along the
front and rapidly moved off to the north-
east. The final warning was issued at
31OOOOZ.
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TYPHOON WARREN (26W)

Typhoon Warren was the most erratic
moving tropical cyclone of 1984. The system
was the subject of two TCFAS. It made both
a cyclonic and anticyclonic loop and varied
in speed from quasi-stationary for 12 hours
to 8 kt (15 m/s). Warren’s erratic move-
ments were due to interactions with eastward
moving mid-latitude troughs and Super
Typhoon Vanessa and due to its location in
the monsoon trough.

The precursor of Warren appeared late
on 17 October as an area of poorly organized
convection at the trailing end of a shear
line approximately 300 nm (556 km) northeast
of Mindanao. Synoptic data at the time
indicated that a broad 15 to 25 kt (8 to 13
m/s) circulation was collocated with the
convection and embedded in the monsoon
trough. Over the next 24 hours the convec-
tion persisted and appeared to be separating
from the shear zone while increasing
slightly in organization and intensity.
This prompted the first TCFA to be issued at
1815002. Aircraft reconnaissance
investigated the alert area at 1901592 and
found a broad weak surface circulation with
an MSLP of 1006 mb. Satellite imagery now
showed the convection to be decreasing which
was confirmed by the ARWO who reported that
no significant convection was directly
associated with the disturbance. The TCFA
was cancelled at 1911302 based on the lack
of persistent significant convection near
the low-level center, strong upper-level
easterly winds over the region, and the
proximity of the disturbance to land.

Over the next several days the surface
circulation weakened and moved west-southwest
along the trough axis across the Philippines
and entered the South China Sea on 22

.!..,., .! .

October. During this period synoptic data
indicated that several weak circulations
were embedded in the monsoon trough. Late
on 22 October the tropospheric pattern
became more favorable for development.
Synoptic data showed that west of Palawan a
strong northeast monsoon outbreak combined
with a moderate southwest monsoon to the
south had produced a well-defined surface
circulation. Meanwhile, upper-level
diffluence developed over the South China
Sea on the western edge of an anticyclone
located east 05 Luzon (Figure 3-26-l).

On 23 October the disturbance rapidly
developed. Satellite imagery at 2303002
showed that an exposed low-level circulation
center was present some 30 to 60 nm (56 to
111 km) southeast of the developing intense
convection. Satellite data also indicated
that the tightly wrapped surface circulation
was moving north towards the convection.
The 30 to 40 kt (15 to 21 m,’s)east-
southeast upper-level wind over the
disturbance, while providing some diffluence,
which contributed towards development, also
hindered the surface circulation from
aligning with the convection. At 2306002
the disturbance was again mentioned on the
AEEH, followed several hours later by the
second TCFA at 2311OOZ. With continued
development evident, the first warning was
issued at 18002. Infrared satellite imagery
at the time of the first warning indicated
the surface center was now located on the
eastern edge of the Central Dense Overcast
(CDO). Although Dvorak satellite intensity
analysis on the 2318002 infrared imagery
indicated that 35 kt (18 m/s) winds were
present, JTWC did not upgrade Warren from

Figuze3-26-1. 200 mb anatqdh at 230000ZCkiobet.
The di6@ence oueAthe SouthChina-% wab
@@ient .too-Mow(daz.tento develop, d-thoughit
wouldtieh tindctthe .Low-levztci,tcu.htion~nom
bewning coticated with the convection.

107



depression status until 12 hours later when
visual imagery confirmed that the upgrade
was warranted. Post analysis indicates
this upgrade should have occurred at
2318002. Warren and the monsoon trough
moved north over the next 18 hours. Visual
satellite imagery showed that a partially
exposed low-level circulation center was
now evident on the northeast edge of the
convection.

Between 2406002 and 2700002 Warren
moved erratically. It did a small cyclonic
loop on the 24th and 25th, before resuming
a slow westward course followed by a turn
to the north and a 12-hour quasi-stationary
period between 2612002 and 2700002. This
erratic movement was partially due to
Warren’s remaining embedded in the monsoon
trough and the passage of a mid-latitude
trough to the north.

During this period, despite the strong
uPPer-level easterly winds which kept
nearly all the convection west of the low-
level center, Warren strengthened to
typhoon intensity. Aircraft reconnaissance
at 2603302 found a band of 60 to 70 kt
(31 to 36 m/s) surface winds in the south
semicircle of Warren. These winds we= the
result of the southwest monsoon enhancing
Warren’s circulation. Warren maintained
this minimum 65 kt (33 m/s) typhoon
intensity through 2818002.

Warren became quasi-stationary at
2612002. At this time Super Typhoon
Vanessa (located some 960 nm (1778 km) to
the east of Warren in the central Philippine
Sea) was moving towards the northwest.
Warren,now came under the influence of
Vanessa’s large inflow and a mid-latitude
trough passing to the north. (This trough
would also be responsible for Vanessa’s
recurvature) . Warren responded by turning
to the east-northeast and accelerating to
7 kt (13 km/hr) (Figure 3-26-2). This
placed the Philippine Islands north of 14N
including Clark AB and the Subic Bay Naval
Facilities in imminent danger of being hit
by Warren. As a result, all Navy and Air
Force Bases in the region were placed in
Condition of Readiness I early on the 28th.
Fortunately, Warren’s interaction with
Vanessa and the mid-latitude trough was
short-lived sparing the Philippines a direct
hit. On 28 October, with Vanessa recurving
and the trough axis to the east, Warren
slowed and commenced an anticyclonic turn
back to the west. At its closest point of
approach, Warren was 120 nm (222 km) west-
northwest of Clark AB (WMO 98327). As the
effects of the trough and Vanessa eased,
Warren completed its turn to the west on
29 October. The highest wind reported at
Clark AB was 22 kt (11 m/s) at 2820552, with
the total rainfall on 28 and 29 October
reaching 8.74 inches (222 mm) . No signifi-
cant damage was reported at any of the
military bases.

Figwce3-26-2. TyphoonWattenaA i.tmovedZO tht
eat-notiheut undti$he in&.%enceo{ SupeATyphoon
VanebAa. Note the e{ {e& 06 the &thonguppefL-JQvet
otifjlow &.om Vanebha &Ap.ta&ng O)~enjh wnuetion
to .thewe6.t (2723262OctobtiNOM V.i611d .imqy2hy]:



Other coastal areas and marine
interests were not nearly as fortunate.
Heavy rains caused landslides in several
coastal towns killing at least 42 people.
High seas capsized and sank the inter-
island passenger ferry, MV VENUS (746 tons)
on 28 October off Torrijos and Bondoc
Peninsula. About 36 people were killed but
at least 213 passengers were saved. In
addition, a 930 ton ship, the Lorenzo
Container VIII was sunk on 28 October near
14.ON 120.6E, with eight crew members listed
as missing.

Ridging developed in the low to mid-
levels in wake of the mid-latitude trough
passage. The subtropical ridge now became
anchored across the northern part of the
South China Sea. Another surge of the
northeast monsoon entered the South China
Sea on 29 October and began to expand
Warren’s wind radii in the northern
semicircle. Aircraft data indicated that
Warren was beginning to weaken as it drew
cooler, dryer air into its center. The ARWO
reported that the center was surrounded by
stratocumulus clouds. This was also evident
on satellite imagery as the convection began
to decrease in intensity. The deep-layered
northeast monsoon flow pushed Warren’s low-
level circulation to the west-southwest on

30 October and created a significant tilt
from the surface to the 700 mb center. On
the 31st, the hard convection was associated
with the 700 mb center, displaced approxi-
mately 60 nm (111 km) west-northwest of the
weakening surface center (Figure 3-26-3) .
JTWC issued the final warning at 3106OOZ
since the 30 kt (15 m/s) surface center was
no longer expected to become aligned with
the mid-level center and the convection.
This prognosis held true, but because
Warren’s low-level circulation was still in
a region of positive, low-level vorticity,
dissipation occurred much slower than was
forecast. Satellite imagery still showed
that a well-defined low-level circulation
was present 24 hours after the last warning
was issued. Warren’s displaced convection
crossed the central Vietnam coast on
1 November with moderate to heavy rain
forecast. The combination of the northeast
monsoon and dissipating surface circulation
just offshore resulted in 30 to 35 kt
(15 to 18 mls) winds along the Vietnam
coast. By 1800z on 1 November the surface
circulation was no longer discernible on
satellite imagery and synoptic data on 2
November was inconclusive as to the location
of the weakening surface center. Warren had
finally dissipated.

F.@he 3-26-3. The pzJu%F& expobed low--?evet
cdm&vXon cents tip-heed 60 to 70 nm (111to
167km] hotihm~ 06 the 700mb cen-tem.The noMh-
emitmotioonb pdti.ngthe Low-Levelcentehto the
holLthloeAt. Th.iA imuge.ayutu &zkin jub.t 60UA how.
ptio~.to theta btuww.ing(310d04ZQcXobet VAISP
Vi.busti.mag(ny).
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TYPHOQN AGNES (27w)

Typhoon Agnes was the first of three
tropical cyclones to develop during the
month of November. It was also the last
storm of the season to directly hit the
Philippines. From the time of the first
warning until it made landfall over central
Vietnam, Agnes moved rapidly on a nearly
straight west-n”orthwest course.

The system that eventually developed
into Typhoon Agnes began as an isolated area
of weak convection near the equator on 28
October. Synoptic data at the time hinted
that a weak 5 kt (3 m/s) surface circulation
might be present beneath the convection near
lN 149E. The southwest monsoon at this time
was restricted to the South China and
northern Philippine Seas and did not assist
in the development of this system. Even in
its incipient stage, however, a small upper-
level anticyclone was analyzed over the
disturbance providing good ventilation.

The system slowly developed during the
next three days as the area of convection
and associated weak circulation moved north-
west to near 4N. Late on the 31st,
satellite imagery revealed that a
significant increase in convection and
organization was taking place. This
prompted the issuance of a TCFA at 00002 on
1 November.

During the next six hours the distur-
bance rapidly pulled itself together into a
potent, compact circulation. The first
aircraft reconnaissance mission into the
alert area at O1O513Z found a closed
circulation with maximum surface winds of
50 kt (26 m/s). Analysis of satellite
imagery conducted just prior to the flight
had indicated that only 35 kt (18 m/s) winds
were to be expected. The first warning on
Agnes as a tropical storm was issued a short
time later at O1O6OOZ.

From the time the disturbance was
initially detected until the TCFA was
issued, Agnes had moved slowly to the
northwest. By early on the lst, Agnes had
moved far enough north to be influenced by
the easterly flow along the south side of
the broad mid- to low-level subtropical
ridge which now extended from the dateline
west to the coast of Vietnam. This ridge
and its associated easterly steering flow
persisted throughout the life of Typhoon
Agnes and kept the storm on a west-northwest
track from the 1st of November until it

dissipated over Vietnam six days later.
This ridge was also responsible for making
Agnes’ wind field asymmetric. Due to the
enhancement of the storm’s circulation by
the easterly trades, Agnes’ wind field was
consistently stronger and extended to a
larger radii in the northern semicircle.
This asymmetry would be present throughout
much of the life of Agnes.

As Agnes transited the Philippine Sea
it steadily intensified reaching a peak
intensity of 120 kt (62 m/s) at 0418002.
This peak intensity occurred just prior to
Agnes making landfall 10 nm (19 km) south
of Borongan (WNO 98553) on the central
Philippine Island of Samar. Figure 3-27-1
is satellite imagery of Agnes approximately
twelve hours prior to reaching maximum
intensity.

Agnes weakened as it crossed the
central Philippines, but due to its rapid
speed of movement was able to maintain
typhoon intensity. After emerging in the
South China Sea, Agnes once again inten-
sified, this time to 100 kt (51 m/s).
Agnes maintained this intensity until it
made landfall 20 nm (37 km) north of Qui-
Nhon, Vietnam (WMO 48870) at approximately
11OOZ on 7 November (Figure 3-27-2). After
landfall Agnes continued to track to the
west-northwest and rapidly weakened. The
final warning by JTWC was issued at 080000z.

Typhoon Agnes caused substantial
damage and loss of life when it crossed the
Philippine Islands. Storm surge flooding
of low-lying coastal ar’eason the islands
of Samar and Leyte was particularly severe.
In addition, heavy rainfall caused
extensive flooding. The winds, floods and
mudslides combined to leave over 350,000
homeless. At least 564 people are known
dead as a result of the storm. When the
number dead are combined with the number of
people reported missing, the final death
count is expected to be near 1000. News
reports indicated that the damage exceeded
600 million pesos (30 million U.S. dollars).

When Typhoon Agnes made landfall on
Vietnam three days later, there was
additional destruction of property and loss
of life. Heavy rains brought flooding
which severely affected the rice harvest
and winter crop cultivation.
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F.Qww 3-27-1. Agnebjut @ok to a&%in.@ peak
iJt.tWLLty. At thiA .tinw Agntihad a 5 nm [9fun)age
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Figuze 3-27-2. TyphoonAgnebat 100kZ (51mfb ]
intetitiy jmt PIL&VL to mahingtand&zCtovez cent.tal
V-ktnam [070807ZNovembtiNOAA Vibld hnagexy) .
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SUPER TYPHOON BILL (28W)

The second and last super typhoon of
the 1984 season led a rather unusual life.
After forming east of Guam, it made a small
cyclonic loop before heading to the west-
southwest. Two days later, Bill passed just
to the south of Guam by which time it had
accelerated to almost 20 kt (37 km/hr).
After causing some damage on the island of
Guam, Bill entered the Philippine Sea and
turned to the west-northwest. Although it
was expected to recurve to the northeast and
follow a track sirni~a-rto that of Super
Typhoon Vanessa, due to a complex steering
environment including interaction with
Typhoon Clara, Bill instead turned to the
southeast before eventually dissipating east
of the Philippines. Although this track is
unusual, it is not uncommon for late season
storms to move erratically for at least a
portion of their life.

Super Typhoon Bill originated as an
area of convection on 7 November near 14N
154E . The convection was at the trailing end
of an eastward moving cold front and this
may have supplied some low-level vorticity
which contributed to the rapid development
of the disturbance. The rapid development
of the convection resulted in a TCFA at
0802002. At the time of the TCFA, analysis
of satellite imagery already indicated that
25 kt (13 m/s) surface winds were present.

The first of a total of 35 aircraft
reconnaissance flights flown against Bill
found the disturbance’s circulation center
at 0807212 but observed surface winds of
only 20 kt (10 m/s) . The system showed
continued development during the next 12
hours, and as a result the first warning was

issued at 081800z.

From the 8th until the 10th, Bill
slowly tracked in a 25 nm (46 km) wide
cyclonic loop,and continued to strengthen.
At 00002 on 10 November, reconnaissance
aircraft reported that Bill had intensified
to a 50 kt (26 m/s) tropical storm with an
MSLP of 990 rob.

Bill attained typhoon strength on the
10th . The weak steering flow which had been
present was replaced by easterly flow as the
subtropical ridge strengthened to the north
of the storm. At approximately 1006OOZ Bill
completed its cyclonic loop and started to
move to the west and then southwest on a
course that would eventually bring the
typhoon to the southern tip of Guam. On the
llth and 12th, Bill accelerated and gradual-
ly intensified (Figure 3-28-l). With Bill
forecast to pass within 60 nm (111 km) of
Guam, tropical cyclone Condition of Readiness
III was set on the afternoon of 11 November.
On the morning of the 12th, with Bill now

Figww 3-28-1. Sill conbol.idatingeab.iodGuam
(1100032Nouem&)wUMSP uiAti imagotg).
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forecast to pass less than 30 nrn (56 km)
south of the island, Condition of Readiness
II was set at 1123302.

Although Guam was forecast to be in the
“dangerous” semicircle of the typhoon, the
strength of the flow around the ridge did
have a positive effect on Guam. Bill
accelerated from 15 to 20 kt (28 to 37 km/hr)
as it passed Guam thereby considerably
shortening the time the typhoon affected the
island. This rapid forward speed may also

have been a factor in the slow intensifica-
tion of the system. Only a 15 kt (8 m/s)
increase in intensity occurred during the 24
hour period between 111800z and 1218002 as
Bill approached Guam.

Condition of Readiness I was set on the
evening of the 12th, as Bill neared Guam.

Typhoon Bill passed the southern tip of the
island at 121630z at a distance of 12 nm
(22 km). Figure 3-28-2 contains a plot of
the data obtained by reconnaissance air-

Fi.gu/w3-28-2. Plot 06 data obtainedo-tthe 700mb
levctbqadowa$tkewnnado-nce onthtiwo tni.bbiond
&ouino.4 tU&t~bed40ti 06Gw.
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craft during the two missions flown when
Bill was at its closest point of approach to
Guam. On the island itself, a maximum wind
of 63 kt (32 m/s) was recorded at the
National Weather Service Station (WMO 91217)
at 1216582, with a gust of 84 kt (43 m/s)
recorded at Reserve Craft Beach in Apra
Harbor. Typhoon Bill caused some damage on
Guam, particularly to agricultural cormnodi-
ties. Banana trees that had been slightly
damaged during the passage of Super Typhoon
Vanessa were completely destroyed by Bill.
Total crop damage was estimated at

. $7,707,911. Some minor flooding also
occurred but no personnel injuries were
reported. Electrical power was out in

Bill entered the Philippine Sea late on
the 12th moving west at 20 kt (37 km/hr) and
intensifying. In the 24 hour period between
1312002 and 1412002, the MSLP dropped 54 mb
to 912 mb and the wind speed increased from
95 kt (49 m\s) to 125 kt (64 m/s) (Figure
3-28-3). The pressure continued to drop for
another 12 hours, with aircraft reconnais-
sance at 1422342 reporting an MSLP of 909
mb. This was the lowest pressure reported
in Bill. Bill attained super typhoon
strength at approximately 1418002 which it
then maintained for 12 hours.

Bill turned to the west-northwest
early on the 14th and by 1418002 had turned

ceitain sections
days.

of th= island for several to the northwest. It now appeared that Bill
was starting to move around the western end

F.iguze3-2~-3. TyphoonU CIAit appea.ted on
M.WX.& imagay whileundmgoingtip.idLI.tevIb.iIfi-
ca-tion (140044ZNouemba OMSP viAuo.L.imag~g)

of the subtropical ridge. What was
initially expected to be a simple recurva-
ture scenario would soon become a complex
interaction between Bill, the approaching
Typhoon Clara (now developing near Truk
(WMO 91334)), the mid-latitude westerlies,
and the northeast monsoon. These factors
would eventually cause Bill to weaken,
double back on its present track and
eventually dissipate.

Bill slowed down as it moved to the
northwest and by 1518002 was moving at 7 kt
(13 km/hr) down from the 15 kt (28 km/hr)
movement of twenty-four hours earlier.
This was due to the passage of a mid-
latitude trough to the north which weakened
the subtropical ridge. Bill now began to
weaken as it encountered strong upper-
level westerlies which disrupted its outflow
and sheared the convection to the northeast
(Figure 3-28-4). This marked the start of
a weakening trend which would continue
until dissipation.

At 12002 on the 15th, the subtropical
ridge reintensified temporarily forcing
Bill back on a west-northwest course which

it maintained until late on the 16th. On
the 17th, Bill started to track to the
northwest as the ridge weakened once again.
It now appeared that recurvature was
finally going to occur. At 1800002 Bill
turned again, this time to the northeast
but unfortunately this was not to be the
start of the long awaited recurvature.

At this time, three factors were
involved in the steering of Bill: Typhoon
Clara had become the dominant circulation in
the Philippine Sea (Figure 3-28-5), the flow
around the subtropical ridge was waning, and
the northeast monsoon was gaining strength.
The subtropical ridge was the first loser in
this tug-of-war as Clara’s large low-level
circulation started to draw a weakening Bill
to the southeast. Figure 3-28-6 shows the
rapidly weakening Bill with little convection
remaining as it moved towards Clara.

Bill continued to track to the south-
east and weaken under the combined influence
of Typhoon Clara and the westerlies.
Aircraft reconnaissance at 1911302 confirmed
this weakening trend. The MSLP had risen to
997 mb and the maximum observed 700 mb flight
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F.igoAe3-2g-4. i3W emt od Luzonab i-tencoutiemd
tic uppeh-tevet we-btemlia! and began to weaken.
Notethe ctoud covcfwd ege and the I@LA.UA Wztaming
to the notihubt (1601452NovembuzV:4SPv.ima.t
ima@Jcgl .
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dewing -thedominanceod TgphoonC.2@LLZin the
PhilippineSea. 13i_Uwhichbuppotied 65 k-t [33 m/A]
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level wind was 28 kt (14 m/s). (Since the
mission was flown at night, no surface wind
data were available.) Based on the aircraft
reconnaissance data and the lack of convec-
tion and organization on satellite imagery,
Bill was downgraded to a tropical depression
and finaled at 191200z. As it turned out,
this was premature. Early on the 20th, with
Clara completing recurvature along 132E and
accelerating to the northeast, its influence
on Bill weakened and Bill began to regenerate
some convection. Visible imagery indicated
that a low-level circulation center was
present. Aircraft reconnaissance a short
time later, flying in the daylight at the
1500 ft (457 m) level at 2002052 reported
that Bill was still moving to the southeast

and now had an MSLP of 999 mb. The aircraft
also reported, that a well-defined low-level
circulation with 40 to 55 kt (20 to 28 m/s)
winds was present! The strongest winds were
located in the western semicircle of the
storm and were being enhanced by the north-
east monsoon. As a result Bill was returned
to warning status as a tropical storm at
200600Z (Figure 3-28-7).

Although the aircraft wind data suggests
that Bill intensified between 1912002 and
2006002, this is not considered likely. Due
to the weak mid-level winds reported on the
191130Z fix mission, JTWC had the impression
that Bill was rapidly dissipating. In fact
Bill still possessed a well-defined surface

Figww?3-2~-6. A weakened Ri.U a6 .Lt headh bouth-
az&t undm the @lvtntg oi C.&uuz’b .&LLow
(lg225$ZNouwbu NOAA Vi-4@ tigszyl.

circulation which was weakening at a much
slower rate that the mid-level circulation.
If the 191130z fix mission had been able to
observe surface winds it would probably have
reported that 50 kt (26 m/s) surface winds
were still associated with Bill.

As it turned out, the increase in
convection was temporary. As Clara moved
further away, its effect lessened and Bill
slowed, doing a small cyclonic loop on the
21st. Bill was now under the influence of

the northeast monsoon which pushed the lC
level circulation to the southwest. By t
22nd the low-level circulation became
embedded in the northeast monsoon, and Bi
was no longer identifiable as a significz
tropical cyclone. The final warning was
issued at 220000z. Although the low-levc
circulation dissipated in the Philippine
Sea, residual convection brought locally
heavy rains to the central Philippines e;
on the 23rd of November.
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Figuzt 3-2~-7. Tgphoon C.&zIUZ aceele,ta.ting to the
notihwt and bag.inningex.ttatmop.icalla%znz..ition.
W now ha mofie convectionthan 24 hou.tA eaMiet,
but&iA convective {tie-up w tempoJuIJLy

(200700ZMovembtiNOAA V&fU.t .inm@tg] .
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TYPHOON CLAFil (29w)

Typhoon Clara was the last significant
tropical cyclone to develop during the month
of November. It developed into a textbook,
late-season recurver and was noteworthy due
to its effect on Super Typhoon Bill.

Clara began as a large, low-latitude
disturbance in the eastern Caroline Islands.
It was located by surface synoptic data
before it was identified in satellite
imagery. This disturbance first appeared
late on 11 November as a weak circulation
near 4N 164E and received first mention as
a suspect area in the 120600Z Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH PGTW). By
130000Z, a very broad area of convection
was associated with the circulation. The
circulation’s development was aided by the
presence of a disturbance in the Southern
Hemisphere near the Solomons which
stre~gthened the westerly flow south of the
circulation. These westerlies combined with
the northeast trades to the north to supply
the excess low-level vorticity needed for
continued development. The upper-level

pattern was also favorable with anticyclones
over Super Typhoon Bill and over the
Solomons providing divergence aloft over the
developing system. This cross-equatorial
interaction at both the surface and 200 mb
level was instrumental in the development of
Typhoon Clara.

The area continued to consolidate
throughout the day and at 131600z the ABEH
was reissued upgrading the system’s poten-
tial for development to “fair”. Analysis of
satellite imagery at this time yielded an
intensity estimate of 25 kt (13 m/s) with a
forecast to intensify. An aircraft
investigation was requested for later in the
day and with continued development evident,
a TCFA was issued at 1320302. AT 1404542
aircraft reconnaissance found a surface
center with 15 to 25 kt (8 to 13 m/s) winds;
consequently warning number one was issued
at 140600z. Figure 3-29-1 shows Clara
fifteen hours later as a 30 kt (15 m/s)
tropical depression.

F.LgluLL? 3-29-1. (%UA at T~p.icat fkpltbbiOn
in.tcnli,tg duling.&b wnbot.ida.tionb.tage.Maximum
buhdacc windb at .thi.b time weze. neti 30 k-t(15mlb 1.

Thib byb.temwb upgzadedto Thop&at .StoMCti
Lab than nine houm la.teA [ 1421132Novembm NOAA
vi-Mlolin!agefcg),
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From this point on, Clara was a well-
behaved and well forecast system. As Clara
intensified it developed into a large
circulation. As early as 1512002, Clara
controlled as much inflow as Bill, and by
late on the 16th was clearly the dominant of
the two storms. Progress along its track
was typical of a well-behaved fast moving
typhoon, and anticipated well in advance by
JTWC . Typhoon Clara recurved just east of
132E. As Clara recurved, it passed within
500 nm (926 km) of the weakening Super
Typhoon Bill. This proximity to Bill
disrupted Clara’s outflow and resulted in a
slight weakening late on the 18th and into
the 19th. However, Bill’s effect on Clara
was considerably less than the major course
and intensity changes that Clara inflicted
on Bill. Late on the 19th, as Clara recurved
to the northeast and opened on Bill, it

reintensified to 105 kt (54 m/s). This was
just 5 kt (3m/s) less than the peak intensity
of 110 kt (57 m/s) recorded prior to recurv-
ature.

Figure 3-29-2 shows Clara after it had
completed recurvature and was about to
begin extratropical transition with a
frontal system to the northeast. This
transition was of the complex variety in
which the typhoon merges with an existing
front and becomes a wave on the front.
This wave then propagates along the front
and usually accelerates to the northeast.
In this process the typhoon loses all of its
convection and tropical characteristics but
still retains a strong low-level wind field.
In Clara’s case, the transition was rapid
and complete by 2112002. The extratropical
low was still discernible on satellite
imagery as a frontal wave 30 hours later.

Figww 3-?9-2. TyphoonC.&Vtajubta{tc4wl?pkti.ng
aecumJat@eand about.tobeginex.tAL@wpic.at
.t.tanbi-tion& the @ttat bgb~~ to the noz.theab-t.
Eventhib C120ACto -theweakeningSuptiTyphoonW,
UVUZ bhowed Li-.tt& .Mi.wtion 06 in.tmction
(192234ZNovembtiNOAA v.i.bualimagezyl.
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As Clara accelerated to the east-
northeastr it passed to the north of
Iwo-Jima (WMO 47981) which put the island
in the dangerous semicircle of the typhoon.
Sustained winds of 40 kt (21 m/s) with
gusts to 63 kt (32 m/s) were reported
during Clara’s passage. However, no known
damage was sustained on the island.

In summary, Clara was one of the
classic typhoons of 1984. Forming at low-
latitudes as a very broad disturbance,

Clara slowly consolidated and deepened into
a 110 kt (55 m/s) system. Moving rapidly
across the western Pacific, Clara recurved
and, in textbook fashion, transitioned into
an extratropical low while accelerating to
the east-northeast. During Clara’s entire
lifetime, Super Typhoon Bill was active in
the same portion of the ocean. Even though
they were at times close to each other,
Bill had no noticable effect on Clara’s
track and only minor influence on Clara’s
intensity.
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TYPHOON

Typhoon Doyle was the final tropical
cyclone of the 1984 season and the only one
to develop during the month of December.
Doyle followed a typical recurvature track
and remained over open water throughout its
lifetime.

The tropical disturbance that was to
become Doyle first appeared as an area of
convective activity near 5N 156E at 00002 on
the 1st of December. It was mentioned as a
new suspect area on the 0106002 Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH PGTW) and
was given a “poor” potential for significant
tropical cyclone development.

During the next 36 hours the disturb-
ance moved west-northwest and gradually
increased in intensity and organization.
During this time satellite imagery showed
the disturbance was developing good upper-
level support in the form of anticyclonic
outflow. With the potential for significant
tropical cyclone development now considered
to be ‘fair”, the AEEH was reissued at
0218002.

DOYLE (30W)

Aircraft reconnaissance early on the
3rd was unable to locate a surface
circulation, but did find a trough with an
MSLP of 1004 mb. The system continued to
show signs of increased organization
prompting the issuance of a TCFA at O311OOZ.
On the afternoon of the 4th, aircraft
reconnaissance indicated that the MSLP had
dropped to 1001 roband that 25 kt (13 m/s)
surface winds were now associated with the
disturbance. Again no low-level circulation
center could be found. Since continued slow
development was evident on satellite imagery,
the TCFA was reissued at O411OOZ. At this
time imagery showed several spiraling
convective bands were present indicating
that the formation of a significant tropical
cyclone was imminent. Also present at this
time was a Southern Hemisphere low-level
circulation in the Coral Sea east of Cape
York. This vortex contributed to the
development of Doyle by increasing the
westerly low-level flow to its south.

Satellite imagery at 0416002 indicated
that the system now had some intense

Figute 3-30-1. T~hoon Doyleone day be{ote.,
~ mm &ten&i@ [0801ObZ Oecembeh
IMSP ui4LdhtIagehyl.
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convection near the center of the developing
circulation and that two intensifying,
convective bands were present. With Dvorak
intensity analysis ~f this imagery indicat-
ing that 35 kt (18 m/s) surface winds were
present, the initial warning on Doyle was
issued at 0418002.

An investigative flight into Doyle
several hours later was finally able to
locate the storm’s center at 0501292
observing 40 kt (21 m/s) surface winds and
measuring a central pressure of 994 mb.
The surface center was very small -
measuring a mere 5 nm (9 km) in diameter,
with the maximum winds located 5 nm (9 km)
from the center and decreasing rapidly
outward. The small size of the surface
center may have been a factor in the
inability of previous reconnaissance
flights to locate it.

During the next 48 hours, Doyle
slowly intensified. Aircraft reconnaissance
confirmed this slow development until the
mission late on 6 December, when the central
pressure was measured at 973 mb, a drop of
18 mb in just 12 hours. Maximum sustained
surface winds of 90 kt (46 m/s) were
observed on the north side of the storm
where the easterly trades were enhancing
Doyle’s circulation. Doyle was upgraded to
typhoon strength at 0700002 based on this
information. Accompanying this intensifi-
cation was a change in movement to a more
northwesterly track.

The plotted values of equivalent
potential temperatures versus the MSLP for
the 30 hours prior to 0700002 December
indicated the strong possibility of rapid
deepening during the next 36 hours
(Dunnavan, 1981). This indication was
incorporated in the 0700002 December warning
with some modification. The warnings prior
to 0700002 had indicated no significant
increase in intensity was likely due to the
presence of the northwest monsoon flow to
the north of the storm. Since that
situation was still present, intensifica-
tion to more than 120 kt (62 m/s) was not
forecast. At this time the area north of
Doyle was marked by the presence of
stratocumulus clouds indicating the
stability of the atmosphere in that region.

At 072047Z the MSLP had decreased to
935 mb, a fall of 43 mb in 24 hours
(Figure 3-30-1). Maximum sustained winds
reported by the ?.RWOat this time were
110 kt (57 m/s). After 0720472, Doyle’s
central sea-level pressure began to rise -
reaching 993 mb at 0920372 December (a rise
of 58 mb in 48 hours). An unusual feature
of Typhoon Doyle was the way the maximum
surface winds lagged the occurrence of its
MSLP . According to the best track
intensities, which are based on all
available data, Typhoon Doyle reached a
maximum intensity of 125 kt (64 m/s) at
0900002 some 27 hours after the lowest
minimum sea-level pressure was recorded!

FZgtie 3-30-2. The expobed low-level c,itcututiono~
Vo@e at the time 06 the @at Wng [170601Z
Vecembw NOAA uA.uztintzgtiy].
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Between 0912002 and 1000OOZ, Doyle
turned to the north and rapidly weakened
from 95 kt (49 m/s) to 45 kt (23 m/s).
Satellite imagery during this time showed a
dramatic decrease in the intensity and
extent of Doylets convection. After
1000OOZ Doyle weakened more gradually while
accelerating to the northeast. The final

warning was issued at 1106OOZ as the nearly
convection-free low-level circulation
center dissipated as a significant tropical
cyclone (Figure 3-30-2).

There were no reports of damages from
Typhoon Doyle as it remained over open
water throughout its lifetime.
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2. NORTH INDIAN OCEAN TROPICAL CYCLONES

Tropical cyclone activity in the North Tables 3-6 through 3-8 provide a summary of
Indian Ocean was nearly normal during 1984. North Indian Ocean tropical cyclone activity
Four storms originated in this area as for 1984 as compared to earlier years.
compared to the annual average of 4.4.

TABLE 3-6.

1984 SIGNIFICANT TROPICAL CYCLONES

CALENDAR NUNBER OF NAXIMUM BEST TRACK
DAYS OF WARNINGS SURFACE ESTIMATED DISTANCE

PROPICAL CYLONE PERIOD OF WARNING WARNING ISSUED WIND (KT) M.SLP

1.

(MB) TRAVELED (NM

TC OIA 26 MAY - 28 MAY 3 9 45 990 819

2. TC 02B 12 OCT - 14 OCT 3 8 45 980 380

3. TC 03B 11 NOV - 15 NOV 5 16 85 975 719

4. TC 04B 28 NOV - 08 DEC 11 34 75 973 2662

1984 TOTALS: 22 67

I!ABLE3-7.

1984 SIGNIFICANT TROPICAL CYCLONES

NORTH
[NDIAN OCEAN

JAN FEB MAR APR NAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL—. . . —. —— —. _. _

L984 TROPICAL 0000 100001 20 4
CYCLONES

1.975-1984
AVERAGE .1 - - .1 .7 .4 - .1 .3 1.0 1.4 .3 4.4

CASES 1 - - 1 7 4 - 1 3 10 14 3 44

~ORMATION ALERTS: 4 out of 10 Formation Alerts developed into significant tropical
cyclones. Tropical Cyclone Formation Alerts were issued for all
significant tropical cyclones that developed during 1984.

iAIUHNGS: Number of warning days: 22

Number of warning days with
two tropical cyclones in region: o

Number of warning days with three
or more tropical cyclones in region: o
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TROPICAL CYCLONE OIA

Tropical Cyclone OIA, the only
tropical cyclone to develop in the North
Indian Ocean during the Spring transition
season, distinguished itself by its non-
climatological track. After developing in
the western Arabian Sea, Tropical Cyclone
OIA turned to the west-southwest and
transited through the Gulf of Aden rather
than moving to the north or northwest along
the climatologically favored track and
making landfall along the east coast of the
Arabian peninsula. This is the only
tropical cyclone of record to transit
through the Gulf of Aden.

The disturbance which eventually devel-
oped into Tropical Cyclone OIA was first
detected on 23 May as an area of strong
convection centered approximately 180 nm
(333 km) southeast of Socotra (WMO 61599).
The convection persisted and the disturbance
was mentioned as a suspect area in the
Significant Tropical Weather Advisory
(AJ3EHPGTW) at 06002 on the 24th. The
disturbance moved slowly northwestward
during the next 36 hours with a gradual
increase in organization. At 2600512, a
TCFA was issued prompted by the persistent
slow improvement in the convective
organization and by indications from
satellite imagery that a small but well
organized low-level circulation was
developing. Throughout this period,
synoptic data was unable to confirm the

presence of a surface circulation. At
261055Z, the first warning on Tropical
Cyclone OIA, valid at 260600z was issued.
This was based on a Dvorak intensity analysis
of Figure 3-31-1 which estimated that surface
winds of 35 kt (18 m/s) were present.

Tropical Cyclone OIA remained a compact
system throughout its life. Even at its
maximum intensity of 45 kt (23 m/s) between
00002 and 06002 on 27 May, the radius of
greater than 30 kt [15 m/s) winds was
estimated to be only 60 nm (111 km). The
small size of Tropical Cyclone OIA coupled
with the sparsity of synoptic data in the
area precluded any verification of surface
intensity estimates. Intensity estimates on
this system were based entirely on Dvorak
satellite analysis.

Tropical Cyclone OIA moved northwestward
until late on the 26th, when it turned to the
west-southwest and entered the Gulf of Aden
in response to a strong subtropical ridge
over Saudi Arabia. Tropical Cyclone OIA
transited up the Gulf of Aden until it made
landfall at 03002 on 28 May, approximately
35 nm (65 km) west of Berbera, Somalia
(WMO 63160). After making landfall,
Tropical Cyclone OIA moved inland over
Somalia and dissipated. There were no
reports of damages or injuries from this
system.

F.i.gwce3-31-1 Tfiopic.at Cyclone OIA tithe enttance
to the Gu.!d06 Aden {2606172May UMSP UAKT2 .imagtig].
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TROPICAL CYCLONE 02B

Tropical Cyclone
cyclone to develop in

02B, the first tropical
the North Indian Ocean

d~ring the Fall transition season, led a
rather uneventful life. Tropical Cyclone
02B was first detected early on the 10th of
October as a broad area of convection in the
north-central Bay of Bengal. During the day
the convection showed improved organization
with cirrus plumes indicating an upper-level
anticyclone existed over the disturbance.
No surface synoptic data was available in
the area; however, curvature of the low-level
clouds indicated a developing low-level
circulation Was present. Dvorak intensity
analysis of the 1018OOZ imagery estimated
that surface winds of 30 kt (15 m/s) were
present in the system. This prompted the
issuance of the first of two TCFAS at
1023OOZ.

During the next two days the disturbance
developed a broad circulation covering the
head of the Bay of Bengal and intensified
slowly. Upper-level support remained
favorable for further intensification and
the only inhibiting factor for development
was the proximity of the disturbance to land
which restricted the low-level inflow.
Although Tropical Cyclone 02B formed in the
monsoon trough, most of the flow from the
southwest monsoon was being drawn into
Tropical Storm Susan (22W) which was
developing in the South China Sea. If Susan

had not been present, Tropical
may have developed into a more

Cyclone 02B
potent system.

The developing cyclone tracked slowly
north until 06002 on the 12th when a turn to
the northwest began. At 1218002 the first
warning was issued. The initial warning on
Tropical Cyclone 02B was prompted by
satellite imagery which indicated that the
system had intensified significantly over the
past 24 hours and was now supporting winds
of 45 kt (23 m/s). Once again due to lack
of synoptic data, the intensity estimate was
based solely on Dvorak analysis of satellite
imagery. Tropical Cyclone 02B maintained
this intensity for the next 12 hours until
strong upper-level easterlies began to
shear the convection to the west on 13
October (Figure 3-32-l). ‘Thisstarted a
weakening trend which continued until
dissipation.

As it weakened, Tropical Cyclone 02B
continued moving to the northwest and
increased its forward speed. At about
1403002 Tropical Cyclone 02B made landfall
on the coast of India approximately 10nm
(19 km) south of Balasore (WMO 42895). The
system weakened rapidly over land with the
final warning being issued at 1412002.
Although some heavy rains accompanied this
storm as it made landfalll there have been
no reports of damage.

Figww 3-32-1. Tqo.&a& Cy&one 02B nu mux,imwn
.in.ten&Ltlj { 1304462 OctobtiVMSP vi.watimqJeAw].
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TROPICAL CYCLONE 03B

Tropical Cyclone 03B, the second
cyclone to form in the North Indian Ocean
during the Autumn transition season,
developed into the most intense of all 1984
North Indian Ocean Storms. The storm was
responsible for at least 430 deaths and has
been called the worst tropical cyclone to
affect the central east coast of India in
15 years.

The disturbance that would eventually
develop into Tropical Cyclone 03B, was first
noticed late on 5 November as a broad area
of poorly organized convection west of
Sumatra. Over the next few days the
disturbance moved northwest. Although the
system showed periodic convective flare-ups,
there was no permanent significant increase
in organization until 9 November. By then
a well-defined low-level circulation center

developing into a significant tropical
cyclone. However, that was not to be the
case.

Late on the 10th, analysis of satellite
imagery indicated that the overall convec-
tion and organization of the disturbance was
increasing. Since Dvorak intensity analysis
already indicated that 30 kt (15 m/s) winds
were present, a TCFA was issued at 11033OZ.

Less than four hours later, JTWC
received a Dvorak intensity analysis from
the Air Force Global Weather Central (AFGWC)
which indicated the disturbance had inten-
sified rapidly and now supported winds of
55 kt (28 m/s)! The first warning on
Tropical Cyclone 03B was issued at 1112002.

Fiqure 3-33-1 is a streamline analvsis
was visible on satellite imagery. During of the mid-level flow that was present -
the 9th and into the 10th, the disturbance throughout much of the
moved to the west-northwest with only slow storm’s lifetime. The
development noted. At that time it was are the ridging across
thought the disturbance might make landfall the associated neutral
over the southeast coast of India before coast of India.

warning phase of the
dominant features
the Bay of Bengal and
point over the east

DE

F.igtie 3-33-7. The mid-leveldhu pmebentalhng
mud o{ TnOpica.LCyd.one038 ‘b fi&?%e. %tine
anak?ybbptidomned on the 1112002Novemb&t500 mb
NOGAPS wind @ztd.
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Since Tropical Cyclone 03B was firmly
embedded in the southeasterly flow south of
the ridge axis, the initial forecasts called
for continued west-northwest movement, with
dissipation over India within 36 hours.
However, Tropical Cyclone 03B was to take a
different course. Responding to the flow
around the periphery of the ridge, the storm
curved to the north and moved into the
neutral point, lost all steering, and began
an erratic movement. It took at least one
clockwise loop (and perhaps a second) before

finally drifting slowly to the northwest
towards India.

As the storm moved north on the 12th,
it deepened rapidly attaining a peak
intensity of 85 kt (44 m/s) at 1218002.
During this development stage, the system
was vertically aligned with the upper-level
anticyclone. From early on the 12th until
the 14th, a 6 to 15 nm (11 to 28 km) wide
eye was observed on satellite imagery
(Figure 3-33-2).

Figu/w 3-33-2. Tfwp.kd Cgc&ne 038 neatmaximum
.im2wL@ [1304272Novmbm QMSP vhtd iJWW’LY].
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On 14 November, strong upper-level
southwesterlies began to exert pressure
the storm. As a result, the convection
began to be displaced to the northeast.
Gradual weakening followed under this

on

shearing environment until the storm made
landfall where final dissipation occurred.

Unfortunately, the erratic movement and
intensification of Tropical Cyclone 03B
occurred very close to the east coast of

India and brought a prolonged period of
heavy rain and flooding to much of the
region. At least 430 are known dead as a
result of the storm. Over 20,000 people
were stranded in coastal villages due to
flooding.

At 150600Z the last warning was issued
as the nearly convection-free low-level
center dissipated over land just south of
Nellore (NMO 43245).
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TROPICAL CYCLONE 04B

Tropical Cyclone 04B was the last The
tropical cyclone of 1984 to develop in the the next
Nor%h Indi& Ocean. Like two of the three
storms before it, Tropical Cyclone 04B
distinguished itself by its unusual track.

Early on 20 November a large area of
convection extended from the southern Bay of
Bengal across the equator into the South
Indian Ocean. There were two weak low-level
circulations associated with this convec-
tion - one on either side of the equator.
Although the convection showed no organiza- .
tion at this time, it was extensive in size:
extending from 12N to 12S and from 70E to
100E. The most intense convection was near
the equator where northwest low-level flow
from the northern hemisphere converged with
southwest flow from the southern hemisphere.

The tropical disturbance that was to
become Tropical Cyclone 04B first appearsd
as an organized area of convection within
the broad area near 6N 85.5E. The area was
mentioned on the 200600Z Significant
Tropical Weather Advisory (ABEH PGTW) and
was given a “poor” potential for development
into a significant tropical cyclone during
the next 24 hours.

broad disturbance persisted during
five davs and bv 06002 on the 25th,

the two surface ~irculat~ons on either side”
of the equator had moved further apart and
were becoming more organized. Upper-level
outflow over the area appeared weak but
diffluent.

By 2706002, the disturbance in the Bay

of Bengal had reached tropical depression
strength and had become more organized.
This was indicated on satellite imagery by
convective banding and the presence of
anticyclonic upper-level outflow. This
system was now judged to have “fair”
potential for significant tropical cyclone
development during the next 24 hours.
During the next 12 hours the intensity and
organization of the convection continued to
increase prompting the issuance of a TCFA
valid at 271900z.

At 2806002, the system had further
intensified with Dvorak intensity analysis
indicating that surface winds of 35 kt
(18 m/s) were present. The disturbance now
had a central core of intense convection.
This prompted the first warning on Tropical
Cyclone 04B to be issued at 2806002.

F@M 3-34-1. TJW@?.-! Cyctone048 newt M*
bttemity (010509ZPecembti DMSP VAIA-L -inqeA!fl.
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During the next 48 hours, Tropical
Cyclone 04B moved in a slow anticy;lonic
loop while steadily intensifying. At
301200z November, it had completed its loop
and was estimated to have sustained surface
winds of 65 kt (33 m/s). Once again this
was based solely on the Dvorak intensity
analysis of satellite imagery.

Tropical Cyclone 04B moved west during
the next 18 hours, accelerated slightly and
intensified to a peak intensity of 75 kt
(39 m/s) (Figure 3-34-l). It,then made a
slight turn to the west-northwest and
accelerated further to 16 kt (30 km/hr) as
it made landfall on the east coast of India
40 nm (74 km) north of Nagappattinam
(WMO 43340) at O11OOOZ December. After
making landfall, the low-level circulation
moved west across the southern tip of India
and rapidly weakened. The mid-to-upper

level circulation, however, took a more
northwestward track and became displaced
from the low-level center by approximately
120 nm (222 km). Warning status was
terminated on Tropical Cyclone 04B at
0200002 since the system had no convection
associated with it and the low-level
circulation was weak and poorly defined.

This weak but persistent low-level
circulation now turned to the west-
southwest, entered the Arabian Sea and
slowly redeveloped (Figure 3-34-2) . By the
?.rdof December, the convection was
redeveloping near the low-level center and
reintensification appeared likely. This
prompted the issuance of a second TCFA at
031200Z. The system continued to intensify
and warning status was resumed at 031800z
December.

F@he 3-34-2. The poot.tg otgan&ihemnant.6 Of
TmpicdCyctrIne 04%Lz4 .Ltw-Wwzdthe AMbAnSea
~~&o_~i.ntenbi&/ (O!20448Z Zkcembw VMSP
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Figume 3-34-3. The expo~ ed tow-leve.L ci.zwtationo~
TtLopiaztCyctone04B located jut odd the emt WaAZ

od SO- (0706302 Oecemb~ DMSP v.i-wd hzgezyl.

Tropical Cyclone 04B continued to move
west-southwest, reaching an intensity of 60
kt (31 m/s) at 050600z. For the next 42
hours it moved in a general westerly
direction across the Arabian Sea around the
southern periphery of a low to mid-level
anticyclone located near the Persian Gulf.
There was no significant change in
intensity during this period.

At 070600z, Tropical Cyclone 04B was
within 25 nm (46 km) of the Somalia coast
and had weakened to 35 kt (18 m/s) (Figure
3-34-3). At this point, the low-level
circulation, became exposed, moved inland,
and then moved southwestward along the
coast for 24 hours before dissipating over
land. The mid-to-upper level circulation
and associated convection moved off to the
northwest. The final warning was issued
at 080000z.
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NAUTICAL MILE ERROR
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FORECAST ERRORS (rim)
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